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PREFACE. 



" The Word in the Heart" — that is, feelings and 
thoughts in the heart, which have been brought 
forth in it by communion in many ways with 
God and Christ. 

This little volume of Essays is such feelings 
and thoughts turned, into words. The Author 
himibly trusts they will be ; recognised as "fa- 
miliar friends" by the spiritually-minded. They 
have no claim to newness or greatness; but we 
like to meet even our own thoughts coming from 
another heart, just as we like to see the face of an 
old friend. 'Thy word have I hid in my heart' 
— it is this word ' hid' — that is, inwardly di- 
gested, which is the parent of what is here ; and 
it is sent forth to the world in great humility, 
only as that which is revealed to every prayerftd, 
meditative, and self-examining soul. 
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THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST. 



OMETIMES— as our thoughts follow in those 
sacred paths where our Lord walked with 
His disciples — we feel a wish that we had 
lived when He was on the earth. We have heard with 
our ears, and our fathers have declared unto us, the 
noble works that He did ; yet we feel that we could 
have realised His advent more vividly if we had been at 
His side, and heard from His lips the words of eternal 
life. We feel that, if we had stood on the holy mount, 
and seen the glory of His countenance, and heard the 
voice, * This is my beloved Son,' we should have 
received an impulse and a conviction that nothing 
could slacken or shake; and that the earnestness, the 
self-denial, and complete devotion of the first Apostles 
of Christianity, is partly traceable to the remarkable 
and immediate evidence they had of the divinity of 



2 The Presence of Christ. 

Christ. In moments of weak or restless faith, we 
half complain that no voice from heaven now speaks 
to us out of the clouds, of the reality of a fature 
world; and that no fresh sign is given of the special 
providence and interposition of God in the affairs of 
the world. It is the recurrence of a thought embodied 
in parable hundreds of years ago, — * If one went unto 
us from the dead, we should believe.' The answer to 
this thought is the same now as it was then, — * If ye 
will not hear the voices that have already spoken of 
the invisible world, neither will ye be persuaded though 
' one rose from the dead.' Belief can yet bring us to 
the side of Christ, and time and distance cannot take 
away from our eyes the fulness of His grace and truth. 
* In whom, though now we see Him not, yet believing 
we rejoice, with joy unspeakable and fall of glory.' 
Century after century, and generation after generation, 
have passed away since a cloud received Him out of 
sight ; but faith remains — faith founded on a rock. 
Time cannot wear away a belief that has a basis like 
ours. The record which Glod has given us of His 
Son — the testament which He has sealed with His 
blood — makes Christ ever present with us: we behold, 
as in a glass, the glory of the Lord. It matters not to 
true faith how long the interval since this glory shone. 
The fact and inference remain, and nothing can make 
them dim, — < God so loved the world that He gave 
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His only -begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." 

We see then, distinctly, the ground upon which 
we stand. Our faith rests upon a Divine Revela- 
tion, preserved to us from the time of its delivery by 
the special providence of God. * God has spoken to 
us by His Son;' and His voice, for ever and for ever, 
through a million channels, is spoken to the world. 
They that hear that voice shall live. The dead — the 
dead in trespasses and sins — shall hear the voice of 
the Son of God, and live. * Say not in thine heart. 
Who shall ascend into heaven ? or. Who shall descend 
into the deep ? Behold, the word is nigh thee, even in 
thy mouth and in thy heart.' You have not seen 
Christ in the flesh, but you have heard His word. 
Realise His presence through that, and you shall have 
a more full realisation hereafter. * Lei the word of 
Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom.' Sow your 
hearts with it, and it shall bring forth a joy unspeak- 
able and full of glory. Christ cannot be far off you 
if His word be in your heart. We cannot see Him, 
but we realise and love Him because we believe on 
Him, and we rejoice because we believe. Our love of 
Him, and consciousness of His presence, grow out of 
our belief in Him; and our belief grows out of His 
word. That is the soil from which the sap comes, and 
that makes the soul healthy, and loving, and devoted. 



4 The Presence of Christ. 

Every plant that is not thus planted shall be plucked 
up. Every divine grace that is lodged in the soul 
comes, directly or indirectly, through the word of 
Christ. Love, joy, peace, gentleness, meekness, faith, 
are the offspring of the word of Christ sown in the 
heart. The Divine Spirit of God gives light, and heat, 
and life to these sacred germs, and they open out in 
the heart and make it a little heaven. This process is 
described by the Divine Sower Himself, — * He shall 
take of mine and show it unto you. The Comforter, 
which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send 
in my name. He shall show you all things, and bring 
all things to your remembrance whatsoever I have 
told you.' 

There are times when our love to Christ grows 
into the desire for a more full manifestation of His 
presence than we can have at present. * Lord, if it be 
Thou, bid me come unto Thee on the water :' — these 
words are an expression of feeling and spirit that, at 
times of earnest prayer and meditation, we all have in 
our hearts. In devoutest moments we feel almost as if 
we heard His voice, and we answer, — * Lord, if it be 
Thou, come nearer to me, and bid me come nearer to 
Thee.* We feel strongly His spiritual presence, but 
that seems scarcely enough: we desire His personal 
presence. Divine Inspiration has anticipated this state 
of heart: — < Say not,' it says, *in thine heart, Who 
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shall ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring Christ 
down from above). The word is nigh thee, even in 
thy mouth and in thy heart.* Do you long for more of 
the presence of Christ ? Is your cry, < Lord, come 
nearer to me, or let me come nearer to Thee ? ' — * Be- 
hold, His word is nigh thee, in thy mouth and in thy 
heart.' Bring thy spirit, through prayer and reading, 
more into contact with His glorious Gospel, and thou 
shalt feel more and more distinctly in thine heart the 
spirit and presence of Christ. Hereafter thou shalt 
behold Him as the Apostles beheld Him after His 
resurrection. That same Jesus who ascended at 
Bethany your eyes shall see; you shall have ocular 
evidence of His glory ; you shall see Him, but not 
now — you must wait, you must tarry the Lord's 
leisure. Thou canst not follow Him now, but thou 
shalt follow Him hereafter. The path by which His 
true and faithful disciples shall reach Him is fixed by 
Almighty God, and nothing shall prevent them at last 
from entering — re-united in *body, soul, and spirit' — 
into the full joy of their Lord. * Which hope we have 
as an anchor of the soul, sure and stedfast.' Though 
much at present may seem to divide us from Him, we 
tnow that He liveth. In our flesh we shall see God. 
In a glorified body, fashioned after His glorified body, 
we shall behold the Kedeemer of the world. 

In the meantime, until years and faith shall have 
B 2 
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times of perfect refreshment from the personal presence 
of the Lord come, we should seek; through prayer, 
through digestion of His Gospel, through every divine 
ordinance,, through a holy Hfe, to enjoy more and more 
of His spiritual presence, to grow in His grace, and to 
increase and abound more and more in love towards 
Him. 

There are times, I have said, when the earnestness 
of our love to Christ makes us long for more full and 
distinct communion with Him. * Lord, bid me come 
nearer to Thee : Lord, come nearer to me.' But there 
are also times when the coldness of our love, and the 
weakness of our faith, make us feel as if we were sinking 
down out of His sight ; He seems, as in the case of the 
disciples of Emmaus, to have vanished out of our sight : 
we feel as if our brightest hopes of future life were 
trembling at their foundation, and as if our hold on 
eternal life was being fearfully loosened. In our pil- 
grimage to heaven and to Christ there are seasons of 
night as well as of day ; of winter as well as of sum- 
mer. At one time we rejoice with a joy unspeakable 
and full of glory; at another we cry, *My God, my 
God, why hast Thou forsaken me?' 

That same divine testament, which is to make our 
joy and thoughts of Christ content and patient, is also 
a staff to lean upon and keep up our feet when our 
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we feel tlie love of Christ in our Hearts to be grow- 
ing cold, whtm we fq^l as if joppressive mists were 
rising between onr inward^spirit and eternity, when we 
feel the long silence of the invisible world make us 
waver and doubt, we should open the Testament of 
Christ : its words are spirit, its words are life : in them 
shall we find fuel to make the love of our hearts burn 
bright and warm again : in them shall we find a rod and 
staff to lean on, and a sure place for the sole of our 
aching feet to rest on. * Ho, every one that thirsteth, 
come to the waters.' Ho, every one that fainteth, come 
to the water. Blessed be God, the footprints of His Son 
are still evident on the sands of time. The way, the 
truth, and the life, are as clear as when they were first 
manifested to the eyes of the world. * Jesus Christ, 
the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever.' 

It is most important that we should distinctly know 
the answer to be given to those longings for a more full 
manifestation of Christ, which all devout hearts at 
times have ; for one has been for ages in circulation 
which is not the word of Christ, not the spirit of His 
word, but the invention of man. 

There can be no doubt that — looking deeply down 
into the origin of things — we shall find the doctrine 
of * Transubstantiation' to have been promulgated to 
meet that coldness, or too great warmth of spirit, which 
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either shrinks for the want of some visible sign or 
wonder, or has not the patience to wait for the fall 
communion of Heayen. * Show us the Father, and 
it sufficeth us.' This sentence contains the kind of 
spirit that originated ' Transubstantiation.' An evil ge- 
neration sought after a sign, and one was given them ; 
but it was as human and unspiritual as the craving 
that solicited and brought it forth. It 'was an answer 
that the Gospel of Christ did not contain, and had no 
sympathy with. Everywhere the Gospel inculcates a 
patient waiting for Christ. It promises us a personal 
re-appearing: it says, * we shall see Him as He is;' but, 
in numbers of places it cautions us not to run forward 
more swiftly than the providence of God; of which, ac- 
complished facts are the best interpreters. 

* Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of 
the world.' We should realise this promise, not by 
empty and imaginative dogmas, but by prayerful com- 
munion with the Spirit of Christ: that stream pro- 
ceeding out of the throne of God, and which flows and 
is conducted to us through His words, — * Blessed are 
they that have not seen, and yet have believed.' There 
is a joy unspeakable in the wholesome faith that rests 
intelligibly on the word of Christ. We cannot always 
tell out to others its quality and discernings : nor does 
it always, in our own sight, connect itself with any dis- 
tinct shape. Yet it is a joy full of glory. We know 
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that we are on the path to God ; we feel a heavenly light 
in our hearts ; we feel a fresh, sweet air, blown gently 
in on our spirit from an invisible shore. Perhaps, all 
that we can say of our feelings and thoughts is, that 
they bear witness that God is reconciled to us. And 
there is a mighty strength in this assurance. * Be- 
lieving, we rejoice with a joy unspeakable, and full 
of glory.' 



LIGHTS AND SHADOWS OF THE 
LAST VALLEY. 



HE darkest hour of the night is that which 
comes before the dawn of day. There is 
some analogy to this in Death : shortly be- 



fore dissolution, darkness comes on ; in many cases, 
darkness both of mind and body : the eye loses its power 
over outward objects, and a film, like a blind slowly 
drawn upon a window, gathers over it: the spirit too, 
at the same time, as far as lookers-on can judge, seems 
to be passing through a stage where all is thickest 
gloom. Truly * dying ' is a valley of shadows : that 
was an apt name the Psalmist gave it — * The valley of 
the shadow of death.' Our Lord referred to it in 
still stronger terms, — * The night cometh when no man 
can work.' Yet the last stage of our earthly pilgrim- 
age, like that of the ordinary night, is followed by 
mom : the sun turns the corner of the globe, and then 
comes twilight, and then full day ; the body gives up 
dying, and dies, and the soul enters upon light — the 
light of the eternal world. Perhaps the soul proceeds 
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to this, as night proceeds towards day, gradually : * the 
glory that is revealed in us hereafter,* is met step by 
step : our souls come into the brightness of heaven, as 
the material world, by little and little, comes to the 
glory of the rising sun. There are other things con- 
nected with death which bring it well under the term 

* night.' It is a lonely thing to die, and loneliness and 
darkness are very nearly related : when we are in 
trouble we nearly always feel lonely; gloom in the 
heart is generally accompanied by a sense of loneliness. 
Look at Him whose soul was * exceeding sorrowful, 
even unto death : * in His hour of darkness a feeling of 
loneliness came on Him, aud H^ prayed His disciples 
to watch by His side. And mark how, when He was 
dying, He connected loneliness and darkness together, — 

* My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me ? ' 
What immeasurable night and desolation of spirit 
these words express ? They were the signs of that 
inner night before sunrise which has been spoken of, 
— the darkness before dawn. * Father, into thy hands 
I commend my spirit:' this was the beginning of Pa- 
radise, the first golden streak of the light of that world 
into which sorrow never enters. He saw then of the 
travail of His soul and was satisfied. There was dark- 
ness over all the earth from the sixth hour to the 
ninth; and He exclaimed, ^ It is finished I' His work 
was done: the night had been and gone; and out of the 
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bitterness He had passed through truth had come, that 
was ultimately to break the moral and spiritual dark- 
ness of the whole world. 

We should apply this term * night,' to our own 
case. We shall, by feelings that will come upon us 
in our last hours on earth, see that 'dying* is very 
like unto night : we shall feel lonely ; we shall feel 
dark: fiiends may surround our bed, but we shall feel 
lonely, though their tears and kind looks make their 
presence distinctly known ; we shall feel dark, though it 
may be long before sunset. It is true, however painful, 
the offices of love and friendship cannot prevent our 
dying alone ; we shall feel in that hour of trial every 
minute to be moving further and further from the 
reach of human sympathy — further and further from J ^ 
the aid that human hearts and hands would gladly / 
give us — further and further into the dark, though 
all the love and sympathy that used to give us cheer- 
fulness is close at hand. As respects anything that 
friends can do for us, we must die alone and in the 
dark.* We should gather up courage to face this fact ; 
we should think beforehand of all that is included in 
* dying.* We cannot escape it, therefore it is better 
to turn round and keep the eye on it. * There is no dis- 
charge from that war;* we should not shut it out from 
our minds as a subject too painful to contemplate. 
Our nerves may be weak, but Gk)d has given us more 
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than nerves to meet it with. With the three men in 
the furnace, there was a fourth * like unto the Son of 
God.' Though the spirit in departing can taste but 
little of the sweetness of human companionship— 
though, as regards what external objects can impart, it 
passes away in the dark, yet it is not alone : God is with 
the spirits of His true children, when in the processes 
of death they cannot receive soothing from cheerful 
friends. Look at Him who went through these pro- 
cesses of dying to a joyful resurrection. He anticipated 
this darkness in greater degree and kind than any we 
have to expect ; yet He said in its prospect, * I am not 
alone; the Father is with me.' That anticipation 
belongs to us. God will be with us in the valley of the 
shadow of death. In the night of death a hundred 
stars, invisible to others, shine out from the soul of the 
child of God ; for, all through the life of His true ser- 
vants, God keeps adding grace to grace, strength to 
strength to their souls, so that they are well fortified to 
meet death. These stars in the soul, like those in the 
firmament outward, turn their light inward, the most 
when it is dark. Dying makes the spirit that has 
grown like Christ's more than ever realise its strength 
and immortality : it wants nothing from outside ; it is 
itself a sun, begun, continued, and ended in Christ; it 
is itself a Gospel ; it is itself a Christ ; it is thankful 
f(Mr human sympathy, but it needs it not. 
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I am writing this at the end of the year, a time 
when we are specially reminded of the flight of time. 
When we look upon what death has done in our own 
narrow circle of friends in a twelvemonth, we feel how 
near his breath is to us, their survivors. Echo after 
echo passes from the churchyard to our breasts, filling 
them with solemnity. The shells we gather on the 
beach repeat in their folds the roll of the ocean that 
casts them up. These fresh mounds round the sanctuary 
of worship, thrown up, as it were, by death, teach us a 
lesson. Every ache and pain, too, that we feel in our 
bodies, should be taken as a hint of the approach of 
death. The night cometh ; but, through the kind pro- 
vidence of God, it comes not suddenly, if we properly 
watch. 

He who has taken a full estimate of death will not 
love to an extreme anything in this world. It is 
commonly said. This or this is such and such a man^s 
ruling passion: a man who dies daily, who has death 
properly in his thoughts, will have no ruling passion; 
the foreshadow of death will so re-act upon his feel- 
ings and thoughts, that they will not overpass the 
temperature of moderation. Yet this foreshadow of 
death is not to make us gloomy. We may have well 
weighed death, and yet remain cheerful. When we 
have done this, we know more accurately the value of the 
things we love ; for we have an abiding impression that 
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they cannot be loved for ever. Yet they afford us great 
joy ; a calm and even joy, not liable to sudden collapse. 
There may seem to be more energy and life in the man 
who thinks only of this world: his impulses are, pro- 
bably, more fiery, and lift him into a greater quantity of 
action; but the energy of the man who thinks se- 
riously of both time and eternity will be found to be 
working at its accustomed pace, long after the mere 
worldling has exhausted his — long after he has spent 
the force of his spirit for that which is not bread. 

Look at Christ, how, with death close upon Him, 
He continued calm and laborious. He knew that * the 
night' was fast coming on ; yet hear Him speak in full 
sight of it, — * I must work the works of Him that sent 
me.' Our Lord's public ministry only lasted about 
three years and a half: yet look how much it left behind 
it. He must have worked hard to say all that He said, 
and to do all that He did : yet St. John says the New 
Testament is not nearly a full record of all that was 
accomplished. For thirty years He remained silent 
and unknown. How heavily that which He had to de- 
liver must have pressed upon Him in this long season 
of obscurity and solitude I Yet He would not move 
until * His hour was come.' He would not go out 
until the seed and the soil were ready. * He in- 
creased in wisdom and stature' until the fulness of 
time. 
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Our work also that we have to do is large, in propor- 
tion to the time we have to do it in. We should also 
work hard ; we should work calmly, patiently, and evenly; 
not by fits and starts. That kind is not worth the name 
of work. Really hard work is that which has to be 
done without any novelty or near reward to act as a 
stimulant. The work we have to do is partly diflferent 
to Christ's. We have not to work miracles, and we 
have to contend with the evil of our own hearts. They 
arc full of tares and weeds, which, between now and 
death, must be rooted up. * There entereth into heaven 
nothing that defileth.' We should watch to see where 
the roots of these tares and weeds lie : sometimes they 
never show a stem, or a thorn above-ground until they 
have spread far and wide beneath, and poisoned or 
crushed the spirit. 




ON THE WAY TO EMMAUS. 

|HEEE must have been some change in the 
appearance of our Lord after His resurrec- 
tion, for some of those who knew Him best 
did not recognise Him at first sight. Mary Magda- 
lene looked Him full in the face all through a long 
sentence, supposing Him to be the gardener ; and the 
disciples, journeying to Enunaus, were with Him a long 
time before they knew Him. There still remained upon 
His hands and His feet marks of the suffering He had 
passed through. The print of the nails that had bound 
Him to the tree continued to give an evidence that 
some required. * Why are ye troubled, and why do 
thoughts arise in your hearts? Behold my hands and 
my feet, that it is I myself; handle me and see: for a 
spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have.' 

He was recognised by the disciples of Emmaus 
through another and still more sacred token. They 
knew Him through the administration of that holy 
sacrament which He had instituted the night before 
He was betrayed. ' And it came to pass as He sat 
c2 
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at meat with them, He took bread and blessed it, and 
brake and gave to them, and their eyes were opened, 
and they knew Him, and He vanished out /)f their 
sight/ 

His conversation had had an extraordinary. . ^Bfect 
upon them : He had opened out the words of ancient 
scripture, and made them throw light upon the sub- 
ject they had been discussing, — * O fools, and slow of 
heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken : 
ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to 
enter into His glory ? ' He had made their hearts bum 
within them, and the twilight was coming on as they 
drew near to the village : they besought Him to remain 
with them through the night, that they might enjoy 
more of His presence ; and He went in to tarry with 
them. They had not been long in conversation before 
their eyes were opened, but He vanished out of their 
sight. Their hearts yearned after Him, and they re- 
called the extraordinary influence His presence had had 
on their feelings. They had walked many miles and 
were weary, and it was now dark ; yet so strong was the 
impression of what they had seen and heard, that they 
started back immediately to Jerusalem, to convey the 
glad tidings to the Apostles, who already knew of 
them, and greeted their arrival with the words, — 
' The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared unto 
Simon ! ' 
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Passing through this sacred narrative with close 
and earnest thought, some of these words of greeting 
will well express the verdict of our minds upon it, — 
* The Lord is risen indeed I The Lord is risen indeed 1 ' 
Thid, is the conviction which all its details, simple, 
natural, and true, have a strong power to implant. 

But, there are other inferences and applications 
which may be learnt and drawn from it with profit. 
The eyes of these two disciples were not opened to 
know Christ fully, until after long converse with Him ; 
and then, after but a short glimpse. He vanished out 
of their sight. His presence with them had had an 
unusual and delightful effect upon their feelings and 
thoughts ; yet, just as they were become able to give 
that presence a name, and its effects an explanation, 
it seemed to go away from them altogether. Yet it 
was only for a short time that it seemed to go away 
altogether : the feeling of regret ended in a great joy, 
and faith, and hope, that never died out. They may 
have never seen Him again upon earth ; but the re- 
membrances of this memorable day were like an anchor 
to their souls through life and through death. The 
prophet Elijah went in the strength of the meat the 
angel brought him in the wilderness forty days and 
forty nights : these two Evangelists went in the strength 
of this marvellous association with their risen Lord to 
the end of their lives. 
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Strength should also come to us who read of it, for 
it is an association which we may have. Preserved by 
the special providence of God in * the book of life,' 
this thrilling incident is a basis of joy, and faith, and 
hope to us ; and time after time, as our thoughts pass 
through it, they may end in the fervent expression, 
out of which 80 much promise springs, — * The Lord 
is risen indeed I The Lord is risen indeed ! ' 

Again, like these two disciples, we may commune 
with Christ, and feel in our hearts the sweetness and 
'refinement of the association, and yet not come into 
full sight of Him for long. There is a growth in the 
knowledge of Christ, spoken of in the inspired Scrip- 
tures. The kingdom of God in the heart, of which 
Christ is the chief corner-stone — the * Alpha and 
Omega* — is gradually built up. * The earth bringeth 
forth fruit; first the blade, then the ear, then the full 
com in the ear:' so it is with the knowledge of Christ 
— it springeth and groweth up we scarcely know how. 
It would seem as if, at first, we knew Christ chiefly 
through His human nature, and as if the extreme 
beauty of His life and words appealed in the main to 
our moral affections : we feel our hearts bum within us 
as He talks with us by the way, and as we trace, in the 
pure and tender manifestations of His heart, qualities 
and sympathies which in our highest and holiest state 
of feeling we have had a small comparative measure of. 
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We can never understand even Christ's human nature 
until our own has begun to grow like it. We must be 
good in a natural sense — morally good, I mean; loving, 
sincere, pure, sympathetic, tender, unselfish — or that 
perfect manhood will be hidden from us. As our moral 
nature is elevated in tone and spirit we come propor- 
tionately into sight of the perfect humanity of Christ. 
No evil-liver can take the measure of His stature, 
because there is no kindred spirit in his own thoughts 
and feelings. * What have I to do with Thee, thou 
Holy One of God?* This sentence, coming from a 
heart depraved, with evil appetites gratified, and tossed 
about with contending passions, well illustrates the 
position in which an immoral man — a hard, selfish, 
wilful, and wayward man — stands to view the spotless 
human nature of Christ. His own nature has no 
concord with it; for Christ and Belial never agree. 
He has not even the wish to see it or to know it ; for 
it is an awful reproof of his habits, and a foreboding of 
their end. * Art Thou come to torment us before the 
time?' — no burning of heart here, except the burning of 
the wrath to come. We may see an illustration of some 
of this in the relationship and understandings between 
good and bad men. A bad man cannot enter fully into 
the heart and soul of a good man ; his motives are a 
mystery to him : their springs of heart are unlike, and 
they live, as it were, in a different world. And if a 
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bad man cannot read a good man, how can he read 
Christ ? 

A thought towards God, full of gratitude, comes 
in here — that He has, by a special providence, pre- 
served to us in the New Testament such a perfect 
picture both of the human and divine nature of Christ. 
We must look often and earnestly at this picture, 
or we shall not become like it. We cannot be 
fully changed into the image of the Lord unless we 
behold it continually in this glass. A sermon on the 
Sunday gives indeed but a poor, faint glimpse of that 
image and glory. We should preach to ourselves in 
our closets : morning and evening, we should open the 
sacred page, saying — ^Mine eyes shall behold Him, 
and not another's/ * The Spirit and the Bride say, 
Come ; and whosoever will may take of the waters of 
life freely.* 

Our knowledge of Christ's human nature is, as it 
were, a stepping-stone to our knowledge of His divine. 
Through feeling Him to be a brother and a familiar 
friend, through taking sweet counsel with Him, through 
speaking to Him as a man speaketh to his friend, we 
catch a glimpse of a higher nature, attributes, and power 
in Him ; we touch, as it were, the hem of that * sub- 
stance of the Father' in Him — that *very God of 
very God,' which lifted Him for ever far above angels 
and men, and constituted Him, emphatically and defi- 
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nitely, Hhe Son of God.' Our eyes are opened, and 
we know Him as one before whom the knee must bow, 
having a name above every name. 

But, He vanishes out of our sight. We go out 
from our communions with Him into the world, and 
we seem partly to lose Him: the heart that burned 
within us on the Sabbath seems to get a chill blown on 
it by the necessary engagements of every-day life. The 
answer to this is, that we must revive it again and again 
by private prayer. The image of Christ becomes dis- 
tinct in our hearts, and before our sight, through the 
refreshment of prayer, and of the use of His own words. 

These disciples, though rejoicing at the proof given 
them of His resurrection, would have a feeling of regret 
mingling with their joy that they had not had more 
of His company, and rendered to Him more honour and 
worship. This is a feeling which we all have at times 
through life, and especially in the hour of death. We 
feel that we have not sufficiently esteemed His Divine 
revelations, and not made a full use of the means so 
near at hand to realise it. * When we have done all, 
we are unprofitable servants.' We should endeavour 
to anticipate this feeling of regret, and earnestly and 
patiently seek to prevent it by greater devotion to 
Christ, and the work of Christ, — * stedfast, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord.' 



TEMPTATION AND FASTING. 



HE word " Devil " is something more than a 
figure of speech for the workings of sin : it 
is a name for an actual being; a distinct 
person; a spirit with a marked individuality, having a 
free-will and conscious design, and a passion to do evil 
as strong and intense as his power. 

To trace this passion and power to their respective 
origins is not an easy nor a very profitable matter. 
From the few faint glimpses of light which are given 
on the subject in the Bible, we may fairly conclude that 
both the thirst and the power to do evil are in Satan 
perverted faculties ; I mean, that at one time they ran 
in an opposite direction, and were exerted on the side 
and in the cause of good. Long, long before history 
on the rocks or on parchment began to be written, this 
Prince of evil was connected with some terrible trans- 
action that separated him, and probably a myriad 
others, from the company of heaven, and flung them 
out into space, and ultimately on worlds, where they 
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never cease to exalt and oppose themselves against all 
that is called God. 

Vulgar minds, which cannot realise anything but 
what is material and visible, have put their conceptions 
of the existence and acts of Satan into shapes and nar- 
ratives of the most foolish kind. Personality in their 
minds could not mean anything but form, and in their 
mode of carrying out their ideas they have brought 
ridicule upon a subject which is really of serious im- 
port. The Devil is a spirit, and by his personality is 
meant his individuality. 

It may be said, that the personality of Satan is a 
matter which it is of little profit to know; that sin is in 
the world, and that it is of little aid to Christian life to 
know from what or from whom it proceeds. This, 
however, is but a surface-view of the question; for if 
* the Devil * is, as is said in some quarters, merely an 
expedient personification for the evil that lies in man's 
heart, then the Saviour himself was not free from 
original sin. Nothing as an inference can be more 
clear than this. If this temptation recorded by the 
Evangelist did not come from some being or thing 
external to himself, there is but one alternative — it 
came from his own heart I 

With respect to our own case it is not easy, nor is 
it needful, to distinguish accurately between temptations 
which fall into the heart from outside^ and those which 

5 
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spring up from within. We know that we are oon- 
tinuallj tempted. We need not classify these tempt- 
ings; but this at least maj be said of those which are 
sown by the Devil, that they will not root in the heart 
unless, by its general complexion, it is prepared to re- 
ceive them. You do not see many tares growing where 
the plough and hoe have done their work : it is even so 
with the temptations of the Devil; they glance off 
from a heart that has been sanctified by holy exercises 
and by prayer : it is not congenial soil. ' Resist the 
Devil and he will flee from you;' fortify your hearts 
against his evil influences, and they will come to nothing: 
let the ground be previously occupied by good desires 
and good thoughts, and there will be no room for his de- 
vices. There is a deep significance in the inspired warn- 
ing — 'Neither give place to the Devil:' expose not 
even a comer of your hearts to his darts, and ' put on the 
whole armour of Gk)d.' Watching and prayer are mighty 
weapons : * this kind goeth not but by prayer and fasting.' 
Mark the word, * fasting,' for it is a self-denial so 
intimately connected with prayer, that it may be said to 
be a part of it. Very broad meanings lie underneath 
this word. It does not mean merely abstinence from 
meat and drink, but from excess in everything; and 
altogether from things that in themselves, or in their 
effects, have proved hurtful to the soul. If you have 
known an association of any kind to hinder your 
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spiritual growth, to throw a chill or dulness into 
your love for God and His service, it is your bounden 
duty completely to avoid it; and this is the true spirit 
of fasting: but mark, it is not a narrow-minded spirit. 
In these minor matters, which are not essentially evil, 
there is great variety of * conscience ; ' that which offends 
one man's conscience does not offend another man's; 
their minds and bodies are of a different mould : there- 
fore, what might be to the one a path of extreme 
temptation, might not be to the other. Holy Scrip- 
ture, with no uncertain sound, has spoken out on this 
point, — * One believeth that he may eat all things ; 
another, who is weak, eateth herbs: let not him that 
eateth, despise him that eateth not; and let not him 
that eateth not judge him that eateth. Who art thou 
that judgest another man's servant ? to his own master 
he standeth or falleth.' We are not to seek to impose 
the prejudices of our own mind upon the mind of 
another; we are not in these minor matters answerable 
to one another, but to God. He is the Master in whose • 
sight we are to stand or fall. But though we are not 
bound to be the slave of another man's conscience, or of 
his prejudices, there is a noble way of viewing them 
and dealing with them, which some, by a special grace 
of God, can take: it is the perfection of fasting where 
a man, for the sake of another's conscience, abstains 
from that which is no hurt to him, but rather good. 
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It is the spirit of Christ in its highest degree of mani- 
festation in human nature: it is the spirit that led 
Him on to die. This extraordinary grace of self-denial 
was given in great strength to St. Paul. In the same 
epistle in which he has written so hroadly upon the 
liberty of conscience he says, — * If meat make my 
brother to offend, I will eat no more meat as long 
the world endure th.' 

Eating and drinking are prominent appetites in 
our corrupt nature ; therefore it is that they are 
first in the thoughts in connexion with * fasting:' 
they are two great causes of sin in the world. Look 
at the- long train of evils which follow after their in- 
ordinateness and excess : they are a sort of combustion, 
which not only sets fire to other carnal appetites, but 
to sins of the spirit, such as evil temper, wrath, strifes, 
hatred, and malice. No wonder that in sight of such 
black fruits, springing from an extravagant indulgence, 
extreme remedies should have been advised by those 
who have a good will towards mankind. * Touch not, 
taste not, handle not : this is, perhaps, the only pre- 
scription for some few violent and fiery natures that 
cannot be held by moderation. Living on the coarsest 
fare is the only cure for the absolute glutton, and total 
abstinence for the drunkard : but all men are not glut- 
tons ; all men are not drunkards. Eating and drinking 
must be left to be regulated by the individual con- 
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science. Each man knows, or ought to know, what 
results to him, good or evil, proceed from it : fasting 
to him is abstinence from that, or so much of that, as 
he knows to have bad tendencies and effects upon him. 
In thus regulating the appetite for meat and drink, all 
sorts of results should be looked at ; not only moral 
and spiritual results, but physical : the physical and 
spiritual and moral are intimately connected : derange 
the former and it reacts upon the latter; abstain from 
that which in its effects is a hindrance to your appointed 
work in life — that is your fasting ; but find no fault 
with a neighbour and friend who does not so abstain : 
because it is hurtful to you, it does not follow it is to 
him. * Why shouldest thou judge thy brother ? why 
shouldest thou set at nought thy brother V * I know, 
and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is 
nothing unclean of itself; but to him that esteemeth 
anything to be unclean, to him it is unclean.' 

But the true spirit of fasting must be applied to 
far more than meat and drink : we must fast from the 
sin that easily besets us ; we must fast from all that 
comes under the head of selfishness ; we must fast from 
covetousness, from pride, from slander, from gossip, 
from anger and jealousy : we must not only bring the 
body under subjection, but * every thought into cap- 
tivity to the obedience of Christ.' We must refrain 
our soul and 4eep it low, like as a child that is weaned 
d2 
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'\^ 
from his mother : yea, our souls must be as a weaned 

child. This is the true spirit and principle of fasting — 

to fast from sin and everything that tends towards it ; 

not only during Lent, but all through the year. 

I have said that prayer and fasting are intimately con- 
nected : this is seen at once from a passage in thePoalms. 
* If,' says the Psalmist, * I regard iniquity in my heart, 
the Lord will not hear me/ If I have a sin in prospect 
when I kneel to pray ; if I entertain a sin ; if I am not 
resolved to give up my sins ; if I do not, and do not 
intend to, fast from sin when I pray, the Lord will not 
hear me pray. We see here at once the close relation- 
ship between prayer and fasting. It is useless ; nay, 
more : it is a mockery to pray, * Lead us not into 
temptation,* and then to run consciously and wilfully 
into it. 

But the Devil is not only a suggester of evil 
thoughts, but a robber of good ones. Our Lord, 
speaking of some who have heard the word of the 
kingdom and understood it, says, — * Then cometh the 
wicked one and taketh away that which was sown in 
their heart.' The words described in figure as * pro- 
ceeding out of the mouth of God' — those words of the 
Bible which God has filled with His Spirit, must be 
guarded and preserved in the heart. * Keep,' says the 
Apostle, ♦ that good thing which is committed to thee.' 




THE.FIKST AND SECOND RESUERECTION, 
AND THE FIRST AND SECOND DEATH. 




HERE is nothing from which our belief and 
expectation of a future life draws so much 
strength as the resurrection of Christ. We 
feel it to be a direct sign from God that neither death 
nor the grave can hold us back from life eternal. * Be- 
cause,* says the Apostle, * He lives we shall live also.' 
The resurrection of Christ is a standing fact, through 
which God speaks both to the doubter and the believer, 
saying, — * There is a life after death.* There is a way 
up to heaven for the soul, which neither mortality or 
burial can obstruct. See, I have raised up my Son.' 
This is not a modern or speculative inference : it 
was that which men full of the Holy Ghost, in the first 
ages of Christianity, drew. * Blessed be God,' says the 
Apostle Paul, * who hath begotten us again to a lively 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ ;' and 
again, St, Peter, — * He hath given assurance unto all 
men in that He hath raised Him from the dead.' 

Hundreds of years before this great pledge of im- 
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mortality was giren, a Psalmist, convereiDg with tbe 
Spirit of God in his heart, wrote down, — * Thou wilt 
not leave my sonl in hell ; Thou wilt not leave my sonl 
in the grave.' We can easily see the track of the 
thought that at last outpoured itself in this sweet con- 
clusion. David had been contemplating the sad work 
and change that illness and death and the processes of 
the grave made with the outward and visible man ; but 
turning away from the prospect, and looking more 
deeply into himself, he saw something that parries the 
stroke of death, and that the worm cannot touch, — 
* My soul, my precious soul, that breath of life Which 
Thou, O God, hast breathed into me. Thou wilt not 
leave that in the grave : this holy thing shall not see 
corruption ; Thou shalt show it the path from death to 
endless life.' 

But there succeeded to this thought a still more 
marvellous one. Strong in the consciousness of the 
immortality of his spirit, he was able to turn and look 
with gentle hope upon the destiny of the inferior part 
of him — his body : * My flesh also shall rest in hope.' 
Even that which shrinks first into dust shall at last 
grow into something better than ever it was ; these 
ashes hold secretly in their folds a germ of life : in the 
economy of God's providence nothing is lost ; this earth 
that has gone to earth shall be the texture out of 
which shall be woven a garment for my spirit to wear 
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for ever in the company of heaven. Such was the 
line of the Psalmist's thoughts. 

And to their consolation and cheerfulness we also 
have a full right ; and they are ours, with a confinnation 
that he had not who first thought them. Our own minds 
have probably often run upon the same path, and have 
ended in the same expression, — * Thou wilt not leave 
my soul in the grave ;' * My flesh also shall rest in 
hope ;' and we can add to it, — * Christ is risen from the 
dead.* Our thoughts have clothed themselves in ancient, 
ever-living words, and also have rested on an example. 
God hath proclaimed to us through the death and 
resurrection of His Son that these words of hope shall 
be fulfilled,^ — * Now is Christ risen from the dead, and 
become the first-fruits of them that slept. I know that 
my Redeemer liveth ; and though after my skin worms 
destroy this body, yet in my flesh I shall see God. 
Blessed and holy is he that hath part in this resur- 
rection.* 

Apart from the sublime and cheering inferences it 
yields, the scene and the incidents preceding and about 
our Lord's resurrection have a thrilling and awful in- 
terest : — The darkness over all the earth from the sixth 
hour to the ninth ; the earthquake ; the mysterious ap- 
peal to His Father, — * My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me ;' the rending of the veil of the temple ; 
the reappearance of departed saints ; the taking down 
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of His sacred body from the cross, and the quiet bnrial 
of it in the dark ; the tears of the women that fol- 
lowed, and the sealing np of the tomb in the presence 
of the Roman guard ; and last of all, the descent of 
the angel to roll away the stone. 

* Truly, this was the Son of God I' 

He showed Himself alive after His passion by many 
infallible proofs : He was seen of Cephas — then of the 
twelve — afterwards of above five hundred brethren at 
once — then of St. Paul ; and some of His sweetest and 
most mighty words are those which He spake when 
His crown of thorns had been exchanged for one of end- 
less life, — * Receive ye the Holy Ghost.' 'Peace be 
unto you.' * All power is given unto me in heaven and 
in earth.' * I am He that liveth and was dead ; and 
behold, I am alive for evermore, and have the keys 
of hell and of death.' 

Blessed is he who, through these proofs of His re- 
surrection, can lay hold on eternal life, and who, resting 
his faith upon them, rejoices with a sure and certain 
hope. 

But before we can thus enter into the glory of 
Christ, and be partakers with Him of His resurrection, 
we must be partakers of another kind of resurrection : 
there must be a rising of heart and spirit. * If ye then,' 
says the Apostle, * be risen with Christ, seek those 
things which are above.' Our thoughts and feelings 
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must be raised in tone by this great event ; it should 
lift up our whole soul to breathe a purer air ; our con- 
versation must be, as it were, in heaven ; the nature and 
flow of our inner spirit must be of a heavenly kind; 
we must rise to a level with the holy communions of 
departed saints. This is the first resurrection, and 
blessed and holy are they that have part in it ; on such 
the second death hath no power : they have died unto 
sin ; their spirits have, as it were, left their grave — the 
grave that trespasses and sins once buried them in ; 
they have crucified the flesh, with all its affections and 
lusts ; they are crucified with Christ, and they are 
risen with Him ; * dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto 
God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.' 

From this point of view of the resurrection we gain 
an interpretation of those memorable words, — * Whoso- 
ever liveth and believeth on me shall never die.' The 
second death, i.e, the death that follows the death unto 
sin, passes over the soul ; it may be with the noise of 
the thunderstorm, but without the fall of a bolt. * He 
that keepeth my sayings shall never taste of death.' 
Its sting will be drawn ; it will have no power to hurt 
or destroy — the bitterness of death' is past. 

* The spirit shall return to Him 

Who gave its heavenly spark ; 
But think not, Sun, it shall be dim 
When thou thyself art dark. 
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No ; it shall live again, and shine 
In bliss unknown to beams of thine. 

By Him recalled to breath, 
Who captive led captivity, 
Who robb'd the grave of victory, 

And took the sting from death.' 

Easter is specially gratefal and in season at the 
spring of the year : for in every path we see and meet 
much that is emblematic of * resurrection.' God has 
made the trees, and the plants, and the flowers, to show 
us many analogies. From their tomb in the earth, or 
underneath the bark, beautiful and fresh leaves and 
flowers are everywhere coming forth. Through all the 
hard, cold winter, they have been growing and forming 
unseen. Every leaf and flower we now look on has been 
secretly fashioning itself in the stem or in the root 
under soil, all through the severe frosts, and the blowing 
of the keen winds, and the drifting of the hail and snow. 

The science of the naturalist shows us of a marvel- 
lous hidden work going on in the pith and sap, in the 
silent, cold nights of winter. Slowly, but regularly, 
under an unerring law — these, the soul of vegetation — 
are renewing themselves. The sap, through a law of 
gravitation, ascends and descends from and to the root, 
through the minute veins of the plant or tree, and bears 
the germs of foliage and bloom to their place in the 
branches. There they remain, ripening into shape, until 
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the warm sun calls them forth into sight and quicker 
expansion — a resurrection, as it were, from the dead. 
So shall, in due time, the soul come forth from the body : 
and so, at last, shall the body come forth from the 
grave. A secret work h going on in the body,— it is 
the growth of the soul: a secret work is going on in the 
grave, — it is the body, by incalculably slow, but certain 
processes, growing for the general resurrection. That 
which we sow in the grave is not quickened except it 
die: there are bodies celestial, as well as bodies terres> 
trial. ' There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual 
body.' * Behold, I show you a mystery: we shall not 
all sleep, but we shall all be changed.' Yes ; in the 
face of an apparently broad, but really confined science 
of metaphysics, and in contempt of the reasonings 
of the anatomist, I repeat the words of inspiration — 

* The trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised.' 

* Marvel not at this ; the hour is coming — yea, now is — 
when they that are in their graves shall hear the voice 
of the Son of God, and live.' Mark the words : * Now is.' 
The present and the future run into one another; for 
the process that shall bring about a resurrection of the 
body is already begun in our graveyards. A law of 
Almighty God is now at work, as secret as that ope- 
rating with the sap, and as sure; and many a bright 
and glorious soul-garment shall be drawn from under- 
neath the hard and mouldering tombstone, in fulfilment 
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of plans and decrees made before the foundation of the 
world. 

As secret, but as sure a work, is going on with the 
soul ; but the result is more immediate. It grows in the 
body more quickly for eternity, than the body prepares 
for it in the grave. All through this life it is growing 
either into the image of Christ or into the image of 
the devil — for heaven or for hell. It never ceases to 
grow one way or the other: it is always either ascend- 
ing or descending. And as sure as the thorn or the 
flower breaks forth through its crust at the appointed 
time, shall the soul come forth from the body at death. 
Its prison walls have no power to confine it; subjected 
for a time unto vanity, residing for a time in a sphere 
which is a temptation and a burden to it, it shall, at 
the last beat of the pulse, be delivered, by the power of 
God, into a glorious liberty — * the liberty wherewith 
Christ hath made it free.' 

We should try often to realise these grand destinies, 
and to prepare for them; to walk worthy of our high 
vocation, and to make our calling and election sure. 
When Easter comes, the sun and showers fast change 
the face of the earth, and make it bring forth abund-''*- 
antly. There should be a corresponding change in the 
affections and thoughts of our hearts. * Awake, thou** 
that sleepest, and rise from the dead, and Christ shall 
give thee light.' That Divine Spirit, which moved upon 



and the First and Second Death, 39 

the face of the waters when the earth was without form 
and void, moves upon the face of the hearts, even of the 
unthankful and unholy. * He sendeth rain upon the 
just and the unjust, and maketh His sun to shine on 
the evil and on the good.' Let novice come in the way 
of the beams of this Holy Comforter: for He leadeth on 
and draweth the soul to an exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory. 




SPIRITUAL DIAGNOSIS. 

IT is a good sign when a man begins serionsly 
to suspect that his own heart is deceitful. 
It is certainly one step towards victory over 
sin when its chief sources have begun to be looked at. 
When the evil tendencies of our nature are not seen, or 
are sought for in the wrong place, or — what is more 
common — are called by a smooth name, there is little 
prospect of their being checked and turned back. 
There are internal diseases of the body which end in 
death, but which give little or no pain in their first 
stage : the physician is sent for too late. There are, also, 
roots of iniquity in our hearts that swell and stretch 
out, as it were, underground, and that are sometimes 
not seen until some plain and notorious sin, proceeding 
from them, has been committed, and, with a reaction 
clear and sharp as a flash of lightning, laid them all 
bare. You have seen the storm come and strike off the 
bark from the tree that seemed before to be in health ; 
and, to your surprise, you find its pith to have been 
long decaying, and its sap to be fast drying up. So, 
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likewise, with the human heart : there may he thai 
secretly growing in it which will destroy the sonl; there 
may be passions quietly and slowly gathering heat and 
force, as the thundercloud in still air gathers electricity 
— in due time the peal and the flash come : so, in due 
time, these subtle, secret passions or desires in the 
heart, burst into some sin that, with its own sad light 
of remorse, shows how large and wide-spread have be- 
come the roots from whence it came. This is no fan- 
ciful picture of the growth of sin ; it is the experience 
of every heart : some new sin fallen into, or an aggra- 
vation of an old one, unusually startles, in its reaction, 
the conscience, and ends in an examination of heart 
that shows how stealthily one sin has been sowing the 
seeds of others, and infecting, to an extent undreamt 
of, the whole moral and spiritual nature. This was the 
case with David. The two great sins of his life had been 
long in coming to a head. Many a little sin of omis- 
sion and commission had, before it died out, let silently 
fall in the heart the seed of a larger : and so there went 
on, in his inward nature, * a pestilence walking in dark- 
ness,* that at last brought forth murder and adultery. 
That dreadful explosion of sin was never forgotten : we 
may see strewn thickly throughout the latter psalms 
sentences which show how keenly and bitterly he re- 
membered it, — * My tears have been my meat day and 
night ; * * Every night wash I my bed with my tears ; ' 
E 2 
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* Put my tears into thy bottle : restore unto me joy' 
and gladness, that the bones which thou hast broken 
may rejoice.' 

It is a good sign, I have said, when a man begins 
to suspect his own heart of deceit. The remedies of the 
physician are easily applied when he has made out 
the nature of the disease : so, a man may be said to 
have entered on the path of regeneration when he 
has caught a glimpse of the sinfulness of his heart. 
A very sharp, hard battle has then been fought and 
won — a battle with pride and vanity, and all the inner 
forces of self. They who know anything of themselves 
will know that it requires very strong medicine — the 
medicine of affliction — to tone down a man's spirit so 
that he will gravely feel and own his heart to be deceit- 
ful and wicked. He must find it out betraying him 
many times before he will consent to think thus of it ; 
he must have felt the disastrous consequences of these 
betrayals many times before those children of the 
wicked one — pride and self-conceit — hard fastened in 
the heart, as shells to the rock, will allow such an 
admission. 

* They that are whole need not a physician, but they 
that are sick.' Break the shell of this analogy, and you 
see in it a sort of preamble to the case of the Pharisee 
and publican, — * Lord, I thank thee I am not as other 
men are' — there is a man who thinks he needs no 
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physician ; and be left the Temple unhealed. * God 
be merciful to me a sinner' — there is a man who feels 
bis spiritual diseases ; and he went down to bis house 
justified. Angels begin their songs of joy when a 
sinner thus begins his repentance : be is then on the 
first step of the road to heaven; his feet have 
touched the ledges of the eternal hills; he is under 
the shadow of a great Kock. * My heart bath talked 
with me; Seek ye my face: Thy face, Lord, will I 
seek.' 

There are not any — educated or uneducated, refined 
or unrefined — who do not, with some sort of an idea, 
understand what is meant by * the heart.' We know it 
to be a name for our inward nature. It is a compre- 
hensive name for the whole soul — that wonderful crea- 
ture of God which animates and rules our bodies ; that 
treasure in an earthen vessel, of thought, and feeling, 
and will, and conscience. A marvellous combination 
and power is that immortal thing within us which goes 
by the name of * heart.' I have called it immortal ; 
and yet, because words and language are so poor and 
finite, we often say, — * It has ceased to beat.' Ah ! but 
we know that does not mean, — * It has ceased to live.' 
When we say the heart has ceased to beat, we refer 
only to machinery, which stops when the ever-living 
soul breaks the bonds of fiesh asunder and ascends to 
God. Then it shall be no more called * heart ;' it 
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shall be called * a spirit,' for it shall be clothed upon, 
or enveloped by, a body celestial, prepared for its final 
destiny. 

Yet, see to what this immortal part of us, intended 
by God to rise so high, is capable of descending. 
These are the words of Him who knew no sin, — * Out 
of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 
fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies.' That 
which, by gradual processes of regeneriation, may reach 
the stature of Christ, may also decline by degrees to 
be a very volcano of mischief and distress to others, 
and a very hell to itself. Think of a heart sunk by 
iniquity to a level with our Lord's description. Think 
of a heart reduced and blackened by continuous 
evil habits until it is ripe, and ready to bring forth 
such things as our Lord mentions. Think of hell 
as a state rather than a place, and you have it in 
this picture. That * worm that dieth not ' begins 
to gnaw the spirit before it leaves the world. Sin 
has other punishments besides those of a world to 
come, and besides that shameful one of being found 
out by man : it has punishments terribly severe on this 
side of death and the grave, as well as on the other, 
God has so compassed it with secret and subtle laws 
that it itself is a seed of punishment that never fails to 
spring up. Like the grass and flowers of the field, it 
leaves behind it a seedling that, in one shape or other 
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amongst ten thousand, sooner or later, comes up to 
requite. Nothing is so certain as the punishment of 
sin. Oh, think not lightly of it because vain, and 
shallow, and short-reaching ideas, regard the retribu- 
tions of eternity as afar ofiF. Behold that outer dark- 
ness and gnashing of teeth — fearful figures of the 
punishment of sin — which is at the door, and is some- 
times entered into by the soul years before it passes 
out of the body. 

These are thoughts that should lead us to self- 
examination, and to prayer that the Holy Spirit 
of God may come in amongst the tides that flow 
within us, and shine like a full moon upon their 
night. These tides are full of living things — I mean, 
full of thoughts. If our feelings are sanctified by 
Ood's Holy Spirit, they cannot fail to bring forth good 
and holy thoughts ; and good and holy thoughts grow 
into good and holy deeds. You know what kind of 
abject, loathsome things live and thrive in stagnant 
pools and unwholesome waters : so, in a heart left to 
itself, void of the Divine Spirit of God, coarse and vile 
thoughts, which grow into coarse and vile deeds, live 
and thrive. See another picture : — Waters gushing 
from the rock, pure and swift, clear as crystal, flowing 
through green pastures, giving life to sweet flowers that 
touch its edges and bloom for ever ; giving also life to 
many other things, as fresh and beautiful as flowers, 
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that drink it in and move up and down in it, joyous 
with life and health : that is a type or emblem of a 
heart regenerated by the Holy Spirit of God, fruitful 
of exalted and righteous thoughts, and developing, day 
by day, these thoughts into truly Christian acts. Our 
continual prayer should be that of the Psalmist, — 
* Search me, God, that I may know my heart ; try 
me, that I may know my thoughts ; and let me see the 
wicked ways that are in me, and lead me in the way ever- 
lasting.' Affliction may come in answer to our prayer, 
but that is a divine medicine and a chief instrument by 
which God expels evil from the heart. Like the keen 
wind of autumn, which strips the trees of their dead 
leaves, affliction strips our hearts of the refuse that 
tarries in them. It is good for us to bo afflicted. 




THE WATERS OF LIFE. 

I HE waters of life, like the river that went out 
of Eden to refresh the garden, run through 
the world in several channels. They spring 
from a high rock. Their source is * the Throne of 
God.' God Himself is the fountain from which they 
flow. * He showed me,' says St. John, * a pure river 
of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the 
throne of God.' This is a vision of a revelation that 
had heen. It is a confirmation of the divinity of the 
teachings of Christ. God had spoken to the world hy 
His Son. The * waters of life' are the life-giving 
spirit which the words of Christ contain and impart. 
They hold and yield that living water which He spoke 
of to the woman of Samaria. They are that * bread 
from heaven' which He said would give life to the 
world. * The words that I speak unto you, they are 
spirit, and they are life.' There is a real stream that 
gives life, and life eternal, flowing close past us. The 
Psalmist, speaking in anticipation of Him through 
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whom these waters of life were to flow, says, — * Full 
of grace are His lips.' This is true of every line 
that came from Him. Every sentence He uttered is 
full of grace — full of a divine spirit, which may be 
appropriated by every earnest, loving, humble heart; 
full of a 'power of God unto salvation,' — a power 
entering into the depths of the heart, and giving direc- 
tion to the whole manner of life, leading into paths 
of present peace and blessed hope. 

Mere knowledge and quotation of these words is 
as nothing: the Holy Spirit that fills them must be 
drawn into the heart, and sink deep into its roots, 
and season, as it were, with salt, every motive, thought, 
and feeling. Say not, * I am not learned,' * I cannot 
break the crust of these words,' * The well is deep, and 
I have nothing to draw with.' The intellect, strong 
in itself, and made strong and subtle by its acquire- 
ments, is not the key to unlock these life-gi\ang words. 
To intellect alone the wells which hold these regene- 
rating waters are deep, because the line by which it 
tries to sound them is short and unsuitable ; therefore 
it is that you find the pride of intellect esteeming 
lightly some of the revelations of Christ. But the 
words of Christ are not hard to the devout heart, for 
there is a sympathy in it that melts them. It is * the 
poor in spirit that see God.' A gentle, loving, spiritual 
heart draws into it the Spirit of Christ, as the bee 
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draws honey from the flower. It finds in the Gospel 
meat to eat that a dry intellect knows not of. It is 
the pure in heart, more than the profound in intellect, 
that see Gk)d. ' He that hath no money, come, buy 
wine and milk without money and without price.' It 
takes much money to give the intellect a high culti- 
vation and training ; but the heart can drink in ' the 
waters of life ' without the aid of gold : there may 
be a very Christ-like heart and spirit under a very 
rough, untutored intellect. Prayer and holy living cost 
nothing but self-denial ; and it is these that open * the 
Book of Life ;' it is these that open the eyes of the 
inner spirit ; it is these that smite the rock and make 
it gush forth to satisfy the thirsty soul. 

I have dwelt somewhat long on this point, because 
it is needful that we should distinctly know in what 
relation we stand to the words of Christ, and how the 
living, regenerating, divine Spirit that is in them, 
passes into the soul. Christianity is something far 
more than abstract articles of belief — something more 
than high and dry opinions, rusted with old age, and 
benumbed with formula. Christianity is a Ininning 
stream coming down from heaven, and, like the rain, 
returning to heaven, carrying souls with it. ' The 
water,' says our Lord, * that I shall give him shall be 
a well of water springing up unto everlasting life.' 
Christianity is a running stream, not a stagnant pool. 
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The sacred lines of the Bible teem with living water, 
which, when drawn into the soul, live and flow in it, 
and raise it up unto eternal life. * Ho, every one that 
thirsteth, come to the waters.' ' The Spirit and the 
Bride say, CJome ; and let him that is athirst come ; 
and whosoever will, let him take of the waters of life 
freely.' 

There is another idea and reference enclosed in the 
term * Waters of Life.' In the midst of the river pro- 
ceeding from the throne of Gk>d there was seen a tree 
of life, grown up and stretching its branches over to the 
right and left banks: it drew its sap from the river, 
and continually bore fresh fruit, and fruit of dif- 
ferent kinds ; and its leaves were spread out with 
eternal verdure for the healing of the nations. A 
picture of the cross ; a representation of the fountain 
opened for sin and uncleanness on Calvary ; the shed- 
ding of the blood of the Lamb ; * waters of life ' for the 
remission of sin ; branches full of sap, and foliage that 
may be touched by all — touched by an invisible hand 
of faith — touched by a yearning and reliance of the 
soul ; & touch that takes away the stains of its sins. 
These leaves that heal the nations are in reach of all 
who truly thirst. They never cease to bring forth 
fruit from all the world ; fruit of different kinds. The 
cross reveals, as Simeon prophesied, the thoughts of 
many hearts; diversities of operations, but one Lord — 
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one tree, but many branches and many leaves ; seen 
and tasted from different points of view, yet everlast- 
ingly the same tree. And it shall go on yielding, go 
on distributing the sap of eternal life to all the na- 
tions, until the kingdoms of the world have become 
the kingdom of Christ, 

There is a vast and sublime scenery in this inspired 
imagery. The tree and the river are inseparable : the 
one is rooted in the other : it issued out of it, like the 
cross out of the life of Christ. So the words of 
Christ are inseparably linked with His cross or death : 
it stands out from the New Testament, a most pro- 
minent feature — the consolidation of it : the sum, and 
substance, and summary, of both * Old and New.' In 
the words of St. Paul, — *The testament is made valid 
by the death of the testator.' * The waters of life ' are 
not only the spirit of Christ's words, but the spirit of 
His death. * The water and the blood agree in one.' 

To these 'waters of life' the Spirit says * Come.' 
This should be to us more than a statement; it should 
be an experience : our own consciousnesses should have 
verified it. I mean, that we ought to have distinctly 
noted this Divine Guest of our hearts calling out, like 
a pilot's voice in a storm. If we have not heard it, it 
is because the passions of our heart have made so great 
noise. * Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, 
and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?' Innu- 
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merable times, and after many rejections of its divine 
counsels, * the Spirit,' from, as it were, within the veil 
of the heart, * cries aloud and spares not' — calling us 
back from paths of sin, with better promises than the 
indulgence of sin promised : entreating us, with a mur- 
muring, sweet entreaty, to walk worthy of our high 
vocation ; pointing out to us, with a thrill that we can 
distinguish to be a divine effect, the higher pursuits 
and final destinies for which God intended us. 

There is, following this voice of the Holy Spirit of 
God in the heart, as it were, a chorus : the Bride, the 
Church, says, * Come.' And they that hear the voice of 
the Church re-echo it : * Let him that heareth say. Come.' 
The word is to pass from heart to heart, — * No man 
liveth unto himself.' He who has felt the excellency 
of the knowledge of Christ, is by all wise means to at- 
tract his friends and neighbours to it, not only by words 
in season, but by that which is more powerful than 
words, by a consistent Christlike life; by an unostenta- 
tious reflection in all his doings, great and small, and 
all his temper, of the spirit of his Master. This is the 
teaching that goes the furthest : the invitation of our 
lips is nothing if our lives are not inviting. Divine 
Inspiration lays upon us all a great and honourable 
responsibility. * Ye are,' says the Apostle, * God's 
husbandly, ye are God's building;' * Let him that 
heareth say, Come.' A most touching prayer follows 
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this last sentence, — * Even so, come. Lord Jesus; 
come quickly.' The thoughts of the inspired Apostle, 
after he had proclaimed the fulness and freeness of 
Christ's salvation, seem to have turned up the stream 
to the source : he had besought the world to come to 
Christ ; then he beseeches Christ to come to the world. 
* Even so, come. Lord Jesus: come quickly.' He will 
assuredly answer this prayer. That same Jesus, who 
was taken up into heaven, shall return : but we should 
mark this. His coming quickly depends upon the pro- 
gress of His kingdom in the world. He will not come 
until the earth is ripe: His Spirit must first have 
leavened the nations, the kingdoms of the world must 
have become His, before He will come in person to 
reign : therefore, * let him that heareth say, Come.' 
Let him that prayeth, * Thy kingdom come,' help by 
all means to hasten the answer to it. But, there is 
what may be called an individual kingdom of Christ ; a 
kingdom in the heart : we should watch and pray for 
this to come quickly. * Christ in us the hope of glory:' 
the image of Christ, the Spirit of Christ: * if any man 
have not the Spirit of Christ he is none of His.' 
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' THE RICH fool; 



E had sent his thoughts forward into the far 
future, and marked out pleasant paths for his 
feet. These thoughts were not mere * castles 
in the air ; ' he had behind them a warrant : his bams 
were full — his ground had brought forth plentifully: 
all things around him looked well and promising. But 
one thing, not to be seen with the outward eye, and 
more precious than all his bams contained, he had oyer- 
looked. His soul, his immortal soul, in the midst of 
all this plenty, was unprotected. He had insured every- 
thing but this, the most valuable of all. Fenced in on 
every side, yet there was one small gap that had missed 
his eye, and which was shortly to bring in, and to let 
out, that which would out short all his plans, and make 
all his estate as nothing. Slowly but surely, secretly, 
but with a firm and certain step, there was drawing near 
to the springs of life a hand that, with one touch, would 
dry them up. Round the roots of his heart was coiling 
with all the stealth of a serpent, that which, when ripe 
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for its stroke, would make it in an instant cease to beat. 
Already, though to outward appearance there was every 
symptom of long life, there was a strong finger laid 
upon the latch of the door that opens into eternity. 
God saw this; and he might to some extent have seen 
it, had he been on the watch : for sudden death does not 
always mean death coming without a warning, but 
coming when its warnings have, through carelessness or 
timidity, not been seen. Through the kind providence 
of God many a signal, in the shape of aches and pains, 
warns of death's approach : but how do we generally deal 
with these signals ? — we give them any other interpre- 
tation than the right one. And if we tell them to 
others, we are displeased if they declare to us their real 
meaning. Knowing of this frailty of human nature, 
the physician hesitates to speak out the real state of 
the patient; and puts his answers into words that seem 
to have the colour of hope, but are really empty of it. 

The man whose case we are considering had, pro- 
bably, been so intent on thoughts about the yield of 
his land and the fulness of his barns, that he had failed 
to make a second note of that spasm in the night, 
which at intervals, slowly shortening, awoke him with 
tremors from his sleep ; and which, distinctly enough if 
he had had ears to hear, bade him prepare to die. And, 
if he heard this voice at all, he forgot it or dissipated it 
when the light of morning broke into his room. But 
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one night it returned, and there came after it no dawn 
of day: a sharp, hard convulsion, a few feyerish and 
uncertain thoughts, a moan and a sigh, and his spirit 
was in a new world. What were barns and vineyards 
to it, then ? Did their fulness make up for its own 
emptiness ? * What shall it profit a man, if he gain 
the whole world and lose his soul?' If gold could 
weave a garment to cover the nakedness of the soul be- 
fore God, it would, indeed, be worth ardent pursuit : but 
we know that it cannot — * What shall a man give in 
exchange for his soul?' 

This parable was aimed against what is called 
* covetousness.' That is a word which contains more 
meanings and references than one : applied to the rich 
man himself, it meant the making a god of his trea- 
sure, loving and trusting it immoderately ; applied to 
lookers-on, it meant envy of his good fortune and desire 
for his goods. An illustration of both of these kinds of 
covetousness was, probably, immediately in sight. Our 
Lord was wont to snatch a lesson out of what was pass- 
ing by ; and it is likely He was on this occasion teaching 
in the neighbourhood of some rich man's grounds, and 
that He had marked in the countenance of some of His 
disciples the spirit of covetousness or envy. He showed 
them that, when eternity and time were viewed together, 
they had really no cause to envy what was before them ; 
and it would have been well if the rich man himself 
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had heard Him. No man is really rich whose soul is 
not rich ; no man is really secure who is not prepared to 
die. * Being rich toward God/ means being prepared to 
die — being filled with the grace of Christ — being 
washed and sanctified within — being full-grown imto 
Christ's likeness. * Beholding,' says the Apostle, * the 
glory of the Lord, we are changed into the same image.' 
He has appeared to us in the mirror of the Gospel, and 
we have become like Him — like Him in spirit : * If any 
man have not the spirit of Christ, he is none of His.' 

This is easy to understand. * Growing in grace' is 
a term within the reach of an ordinary comprehension. 
We know well if we are growing more wicked or more 
holy ; we know well if our sins of thought, word and deed, 
are being slowly crushed at the roots ; or if these thoughts 
are enlarging. Compare your moral and spiritual state 
with that of last year at this time. Is it better, or is it 
worse ? Are you becoming richer or poorer in God's 
sight? These are questions which we should all put 
often to our hearts. There is no such thing as spiritual 
stagnation. The soul is not out of harmony with the 
whole course of nature; it never stands still ; it is either 
in the ascendant or descendant; it perpetually moves in 
its orbit either nearer to God or further from Him. 

We put these kind of questions frequently in refer- 
ence to our material positions. Who but the reckless 
neglect to make a periodical estimate of their gains and 
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losses ? Should we not count the gains and losses of 
our souls, which hare to lire upon them in light or 
darkness for ever ? * The gains and losses of the soul ! ' 
Think not that we can hastily adjust these at the last 
by some favourite password ; think not that, by some 
hurried sign, you can thrust back the accumulations of 
the tide of a life -time. We must begin to grow for 
heaven before our death-bed ; we must begin to lay up 
treasure for eternity before our last hours on earth. 
* Now is the accepted time.' Now is the time to draw 
into our souls, and lay up in them, the riches of Clirist. 
Search the Scriptures — search those two wide, beau- 
teous fields of heavenly treasure — the testaments of 
God. A very garden of Eden, full of sweeter flowers 
than the bee takes its honey from ; full of divine graces, 
which, when sealed in the heart by the Holy Ghost, no 
thief can steal. The noble army of martyrs knew 
this; they knew that neither the fire or the axe could 
separate from their soul the divine quality that was 
eternally fastened into them. This is what is meant 
by * laying.up treasure in heaven ;' laying it up in the 
soul from the revelations of God; reading and marking 
and digesting the spirit of His sacred word, and, as a 
consequence, becoming more holy in feeling and thought, 
in word and deed. Sanctified by the Holy Ghost : — this 
is 'the washing of regeneration* that fits the soul to 
meet God. Coming suddenly, or seen afar off, in the 
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night or in the day, death then finds the soul armed. 
* Its goods are in peace.' 

We see, then, from this short parable, that the great 
point in life is to have the soul prepared for what fol- 
lows death, and that he is really the richest who lives 
the nearest in spirit to Gk)d. Insure your life, that there 
may be a provision for your family after your death ; but, 
above all, insure your soul. * Lay up treasure in heaven, 
where neither moth or rust doth corrupt.' There are 
other riches besides those that glitter, besides those 
which can be measured with a line, besides gold, and 
vineyards, and oliveyards. There is a kingdom within 
as well as a kingdom without ; cultivate both, but al- 
ways remember which is the most valuable. * Seek ye 
first the kingdom of God.' Far better lose your estate 
than lose your soul. * Be diligent in business,' but let 
not the interests of it interfere with or injure the in- 
terests of your soul. In moderation you may lay up 
treasure upon the earth; but your laying up is no 
longer within the limits and boundaries of moderation 
when it makes you poor towards God, when it makes 
your soul lean ; when it empties it of the love of God, 
when it steals from it, by little and little, * the fruits of 
the Spirit;' when it makes it selfish and narrow, and 
hard and grasping, and arrogant. 

This spirit of moderation is well marked in our 
Lord's final comment, — * So is he that layeth up trea- 
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sure on the earth, and is not rich toward God.' The 
condemnation is not upon those who are prudent, but 
upon those whose covetousness makes them forget the 
value of their soul, and ' eats into it as doth a canker.' 
Dives is represented elsewhere as tormented ; not be- 
cause he was rich, but because his riches had made him 
forget God. Lazarus was comforted ; not because he 
had been poor, but because in his poverty he had been 
the servant of God. * To him that hath shall be 
given, and from him that hath not shall be taken 
away even that which he seemeth to have.' God said 
unto him, — * Thou fool, this night shall thy soul be 
required of thee : then whose shall those things be which 
thou hast required ? ' This was the taking away of that 
which he seemed to have. There was not a flaw in the 
title to his estate ; he held it with a firm hand, and the 
affections of his heart clung to it with all their 
strength. In an instant death cut every link, and his 
soul, without a garment to cover it, was required by God. 
Surely here is a picture to make us relax our grasp on 
material things ! We need such pictures ; for however 
men preach, and however they talk, there is too much of 
the spirit of the rich fool in all their hearts. We 
loosen with our tongues, but we grasp with our hearts. 
We say, * vanity of vanities,' but our deeds show that 
we are of the * earth, earthy.' 

This subject should lead us into self-examination. 
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There must be something more in our hearts than 
barren doctrines : for Christ's sake, as well as our own, 
there should be more. Our inconsistencies blaspheme 
that worthy name by which we are called. God ex- 
pects from us more than barren theory ; Christ expects 
more from us ; men of the world expect more. * We 
are compassed about with a cloud of witnesses.' 




TWO KINDS OF EVIL. 



HERE was a time wben the world was free 
from sin. * God,' says the inspired historian, 
* saw everything that He had made, and behold, 
it was very good.' A change soon came, which has borne 
sad fruits through an eternity of time unto this day. 
The creatures that proceeded before man, kept, without 
swerving, upon the path marked out for them. They 
had no liability to deviate. Matter in its develop- 
ments obeyed fixed laws. The earth, at first without 
form, slowly and steadily grew into shape; and the 
grass and the herb and the tree sprang from it; yield- 
ing without failure, fruit after their kinds. There was 
no alternative. Their proper bloom, and fruit, and seed, 
was made certain by pre-established laws. But it was 
not so with the constitution of man. It was possible 
for fruits to come from it which God did not intend. 
It had in it independent elements; it had * free-will;' 
this was essential to man's dignity. Free-will is a 
divine nature ; and it was this in the main, emanating 
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or proceeding from God into man's soul, that gave him 
dominion, and made him Lord over all other living 
things. The animals followed their instincts, and had 
no appetite beyond them. Man had a determining 
power and faculty to know the evil and choose the 
good ; and it was from this endowment that * the Fall ' re- 
sulted. * Free-wiir and the * Fall,' are as clearly cause 
and efifect as anything can be. To attempt to associate 
and harmonize the foreknowledge of God with * the 
Fall,' is both foolish and irreverent. It is sufficient 
for us to know, that that which God gave to man to pro- 
mote and dignify Him, he misused and perverted to his 
own confusion, and the confusion of mankind. It is in 
the nature and purpose of * Free-will,' not at the fore- 
knowledge of God, that we must look for an explanation 
of * the Fall.' It is not a great mystery if its roots 
are clearly seen. It was the result of an act, repre- 
sented to us in delicate and beautiful imagery, that 
instantly lowered the tone of man's moral nature, and 
carried infection to his soul and body. It was a de- 
scent not only from a material position of perfect exter- 
nal beauty and bliss, but, what is far worse, and more 
lasting, a descent of heart, a degeneration of feeling 
and thought, an incapacity for higher communion, a 
limitation of spiritual comprehension and prospect, and 
a contraction of the understanding. The expulsion 
from the garden was nothing to the bitterness and 
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desolation of the internal consciousnesses. It is these 
descents of heart that we have above all things to 
dread. A descent from riches to poverty, from rank 
to obscurity, is nothing to a sinking of the inward man, 
nothing to a declension of the moral and immortal 
being, nothing to a depravity, which in its increase 
promises really nothing but a present and a future 
hell. 

There is an indirect but impressive reference to 
the effects of *the Fall,' in the second command- 
ment. * God's visiting the sins of the fathers upon the 
children,' is a description of these effects. The child 
inherits both the moral and physical qualities of its 
forefathers. The likeness between parent and child is 
continued, not only in the face and form, but in the 
dispositions of the heart. The vicious temper, the 
evil habit, the besetting sin of the forefather, is seen as 
in a glass in the frame and spirit of the grandchild. 
This gives us an awful idea of the nature of sin, and a 
hint about the eternity of punishment. Those that are 
dearest to us may become, as it were, a pillar of 
judgment to condemn us, and that from generation 
to generation. 

There is another kind of evil, often alluded to in 
Holy Scripture, connected with * the Fall,' but reacting in 
a different way. It is the evil that comes from one heart 
to another ; the evil begotten of the passions of hatred 
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and malice, which leads to plans and acts of revenge. 
One man goeth to war with another, and the end is 
sorrow and desolation for both. The hornet after it 
has stnng its foe, turns sickly and dies ; it has given a 
pang, but it has received a greater shock. It is fre- 
quently so with an act of revenge ; the blow is given, 
but, in one shape or another, it turns back sooner or 
later on the giver. But there would be no revenge if 
there was no hatred ; a tree must have roots : hatred is 
the seed of revenge. Hatred, of course, has its de- 
grees, and its fruits are modified in proportion : a 
feeling which might not deserve a stronger term than 
* dislike,' will often bring forth a petty act of revenge. 
Cross, even with a gentle footstep, the path of some 
men, and they will be sure in some slight way or other 
to revenge it. Revenge grows up in the heart from a 
very small seed. It is to the heart we must look to stop 
it: it is no use cutting down weeds at the top; they 
must be plucked up by the roots : there is something 
wrong with the soil that brings forth tares: there is 
something wrong with the heart that brings forth 
hatred. But there is something wrong with all our 
hearts; and even in those that are loving and tender, 
and filled with good-will, there will be at times seen 
small seeds of revenge: they are seeds which, perhaps, 
amount to nothing more than a sharp thought and 
feeling, but they need watching ; they need to be 
g2 
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checked and dismissed soon, for as long as they remain 
in the heart they grow. This sure and rapid growth 
is strongly indicated in that beautiful sentence of the 
Apostle, — * Let not the sun go down upon your 
wrath ; ' anger grows even during sleep : it is a stronger 
plant in the morning than it was in the evening: in 
a short time it will become hatred, then malice, then 
develope itself into revenge. * And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass, against us:' 
this is the scythe that cuts down hatred ; we cannot be 
forgiven unless we forgive ; and if we sincerely forgive 
the offence we cannot hate the offender. * I forgive, 
but cannot forget,' is a very common saying, covering a 
very great deceit ; those who say it, have always a por- 
tion of hatred lingering in their hearts : full forgiveness 
dissolves all the resentment that lies in false colours 
underneath that word * forget.' Look at our Lord's 
example: the last words he heard St. Peter speak of 
Him were words of false friendship ; he denied Him 
with an oath. But, mark 1 one of the first messages 
which He had charged the angels to deliver on the 
morning of His resurrection was to Peter, — * Go, tell 
Peter that I go before him into Galilee :' this shows 
that He had both forgiven and forgotten his offence. 

But we must watch the effects of the evil that 
proceeds against us, as well as that which is prone to 
proceed from us. A heart that in itself is almost 
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habitually clear of the beginnings of revenge may be 
subject at times to its assaults from another. Some- 
times (in figure applicable to the dealings of men), the 
wolf strikes at the lamb : sometimes, the meek and 
peaceful are the target of those who love strife. This 
is a great temptation ; for, though anger and hatred 
are strange and rare feelings to those who have adopted 
the meekness and gentleness of Christ, they are spe- 
cially liable to be excited when injuries are done with- 
out provocation. A heart that never assaults in thought 
or word is very liable to have a spirit of wrath and re- 
taliation roused in it by provocation without a cause. 
Against this temptation the Apostle arms and cau- 
tions us. * Overcome,' he says, * this evil with good.' 
Instead of giving back revenge for revenge, give love 
and kindness and good service : * if thine enemy 
hunger, feed him ; if he thirst, give him drink : ' he 
has wished you no good, and tried, and perhaps suc- 
ceeded, in doing you harm ; but hold out quietly, 
without show or affectation, the heart and hand of 
friendship to him. You will, by so doing, thaw his heart, 
and make him feel sorry and ashamed he hurt you. He 
will not, lightly, attack you again, and, most likely, 
will become a true and warm friend to you. * Re- 
turning good for evil ' has turned many an enemy into a 
friend : it brings first a feeling of surprise to your ad- 
versary, then a mistrust ; but afterwards, when he sees 
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that it comes from a patient, and quiet, and sincere 
heart, he feels the spear with which he sought to pierce 
you thrust back, as it were, against his own side, — 
* coals of fire heaped on his head.' 

The other kind of evil first alluded to — * original 
sin' — that which is born with us ; evil seeds folded up, 
as it were, in the constitution — has to be overcome 
with good. There is, so to speak, in all human na- 
tures, wheat as well as tares ; and the wheat is to crush 
out the tares. * I delight in the law of God after the 
inward man : ' that is the wheat. * I find another law in 
my members, warring against the law of my mind :' 
that is the tares. There is, says St. John, * a light 
that lighteneth every man who cometh into the world :' 
it burnt clearly and without a shadow in the breast of 
Adam before he sinned ; it burnt dimly and unevenly 
after his transgression ; and it bums dimly and un- 
evenly in us. Call it by what name you will or like, 
you know well, for it has made you feel and know, that 
there is this light or voice in you : it is comparatively 
weak in itself, and our passions shade and drown it, but 
God, in His infinite love and goodness, renews its 
strength. From the Father of Lights cometh down 
the good and perfect gift of His Holy Spirit. Our 
inward man is not left alone. * By the help of my 
God' (says David) * I shall leap over the wall.' By the 
help of our God we shall overcome evil vrith good. We 
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must watch and pray ; watch the sins that most easily 
beset us. We must suspect our own hearts, not al- 
lowing any unworthy passion to take the form of a 
serpent, and call good evil and evil good. We must 
fight a good fight against the peculiar sinful propensities 
of our fallen nature. The pure and undefiled religion 
of Christ is not opinions but principles : fine words and 
dogmas are not its fruits, but a holy and righteous life. 
The real spirit of Christ is not a party and controversial 
spirit : it is the love of truth ; it is meekness and 
gentleness, and long-suffering and peace. * If any man 
have not the spirit of Christ, he is none of His.* 
* Many shall say in that day. Have we not prophesied 
in thy name ? * but He shall answer, * I Imow you not.* 
We must do more than name the name of Christ ; 
we must live Christ : we must be His, and show our- 
selves His, by the temper and charitableness of our 
every-day life. * Faith, hope, and charity : but the 
greatest of these is charity.' 



THE PRODIGAL SON. 

HERE were many severe workings of heart 
before he resolved to return to his father. 
* I will arise and go to my father,' sounds 
like a great expulsion of pride ; for, after what had 
happened, these words could not have been said by a 
heart that had any pride left in it. Hunger had 
pinched him hard and long before he thus exclaimed ; 
for there is something within us, the soul or spirit, 
that is not soon forced to own its needs ; yet pains of 
body have a powerful effect upon it : they sometimes 
make it see when nothing else will. We all have seen 
cases where the spirit that, as it were, stood erect 
and defiant under every other affliction, humbled itself 
under the pangs of bodily disease. An iron spirit, in- 
deed, is that which reigns over our mortal bodies. 
Many a chill and desolation had come into the heart 
of this young man before he owned his mistake. 
Many a keen wind had blown upon his first passion 
before he came to himself. 
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Things outward were about as dark as thej could 
be, but a light had sprung up within. His mind had 
come to its last wayward turn, and begun to look be- 
hind it. Home, with all the sweets that had been asso- 
ciated with it, arose in his heart. Hope shone like a 
sun upon the picture, and he thought he might yet be 
received. The servants would scarcely recognise his 
haggard face ; but there was one who would know him, 
and feel for him. ^My father,' he thought within 
himself, * my father will own me to be his child.' No- 
thing can destroy a parent's love. * I will arise and 
go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and in thy sight, and am no 
more worthy to be called thy son.' 

He was not mistaken in his estimate : his father, 
seeing him approach afar off, ran to meet him with a 
welcome. * Bring forth,' he said to the servants who 
had gathered around, ' the best robe and put it on him, 
and put a ring on his hand and shoes on his feet ; 
and bring the fatted calf, and let us eat and be merry.' 

This parable calls forth our best social feelings, 
but it is intended to do more than this. It was told 
with the intention of bringing wandering sinners to see 
again the face of their Father in heaven, and to believe 
how good and kind He is. It seems with a sweet and 
attractive voice to repeat that, like as a father pitieth 
his children, so God pities the penitent; that He 
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remembereth onr frame, that we are but dust, and, that 
however much our will may have clashed against His, 
we need not be lost. 

The father ran to meet his son : this is what Qpd 
has done to the world by the sending of His Son to it. 
The advent and ministry of Christ are the approach of 
God to an erring and straying world. The line is clear 
between the mediation of Christ and this part of the 
parable. Christ descended from heaven to bring the 
world, as it were from a far country, into the bosom 
of God. How contrary His spirit was to that of the 
elder son, — * Lo, I come to do thy will, O God.' His 
Father^s house must be filled. In His Father's house 
were many mansions. 

And here, again, is a parallel: there are many 
everywhere who have had foretastes and earnests of 
these mansions, and parted with all for, as it were, a 
mess of pottage. For such this parable has a great 
consolation. It gives, in the most feeling and kindly 
manner, an invitation back to paths of holiness and 
peace to the weary and heavy-laden with sin. It tells 
the * runagate no longer to continue in scarceness,' 
for that he still has a Father in heaven. It seems to 
say to all the world, — * Souls are not soon lost ; turn 
ye, turn ye : why will ye die ? ' 

To many this parable will be like a narrative of 
their own case, state, and circumstances, past or pre- 
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sent; but in an abstract and spiritual sense it applies to 
us all. We have all erred and strayed from God like 
lost sheep. Not all earthly parents have a heart so 
conciliatory and forgiving as that one depicted in this 
parable : but Qod 18 Love, * When the wicked man 
tumeth away from his wickedness, and doeth that 
which is lawful and right, he shall save his soul 
alive.' 



ARE THERE FEW THAT BE SAVED?' 




HERE is a deep pathos about this question, 
which brings into the heart tender and earnest 
feelings, and many thoughts. But we must 
be careful to what length we allow these thoughts to 
run; for, after all, our Lord's answer to it is full of 
signs that it was an unnecessary question. 

Yet we can well understand how it could arise in 
the heart of a devout man, who really felt the value 
of his own soul. Looking abroad upon the world, and 
seeing how the majority of men go through life to the 
gate of death, is a sight very suggestive of such a 
question. It is one which, from outward observation, 
might enter the most charitable heart, and bring forth 
too soon, though it were only a silent answer, a very 
sad one. And, looking abroad, not only upon other 
men's hearts and lives, but into our ovm, we shall 
each find there — rooted, growing, grown, flowering and 
flowered — much to suggest the same sad affirmative 
answer. When we read that there entereth into heaven 
nothing that defileth, and see so much secret evil folded 
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up in our own hearts, it is enough to make us ask, — 
*Are there few that be saved?' 

This is a question that shows plainly that doubts 
and fears had been running and trembling in the mind 
of him who asked it. From some points of view it 
looks like the cry of one with all his sins before him, 
and deeply repentant. Let us bring it home to our 
own hearts, and see if there is not much in them to 
make us tremble for the answer. 

It will be observed that our Lord did not give a 
direct reply to this question: He gave it a practical 
turn — * Strive to enter in at the strait gate.' * Do not 
trouble yourself about such questions in the abstract, 
the answer to which would not make you either better 
or worse:' * Examine and see if your own soul is on the 
way to heaven : ' * Watch and pray that your own heart 
may become more holy : ' * Look more at your own spi- 
ritual state than at the condition of the multitude.' 

This question might be asked by one, from a very 
different motive to that which might prompt another to 
ask it. When asked of Christ, judging from the answer 
He gave, it was asked in a wrong spirit — in what may 
be called a theoretical, speculative spirit; not with an 
earnest, sincere interest about the value and salvation 
of souls. The answer given was exactly suited to the 
state of heart of the questioner : it turned back the 
subject upon himself. * Is your soul safe?' * Is your 
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calling made sure?' * Are you living as the elect of 
God?' 

And since this question was made thus to re-act, 
how many in every generation have asked it again and 
again? some from good motives, some from motives not 
very creditable. It is a question that has not been 
limited to single hearts, here and there, more curious 
or more earnest than the mass. It has been the basis 
of a strong and bitter sect, whose chief characteristic 
was the answer it pretended to give to it. It would 
have been well for the progress of Christianity if this 
sect had never existed, and if its founder had seen 
and felt the significance of the reply to which he 
ventured to add so large and incongruous a supple- 
ment. 

It seems strange and surprising that questions as 
to the number of the elect should have caused so much 
agitation and division, when, throughout the New 
Testament, there are so many revelations of the impar- 
tiality of God. It was the old Jewish spirit breaking 
out in the Gentile. The Jew thought to narrow the 
love and favour of God within the circle of his own 
nation. Human passion seeks out for itself a variety 
of vents. Here were minds owning the authority of 
the Bible to be divine, yet asserting and believing that 
only a few out of the million were bom capable of 
inheriting eternal salvation. 
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* The same Lord over all is rich unto all.* * Of a 
truth, God is no respecter of persons.' * Whosoever will 
call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.' * Who- 
soever willf let him take of the waters of life freely.' 
Here are passages — the same yesterday, to-day, and for 
ever — which stand up from the Bible like landmarks, 
to be a testimony against such a false interpretation of 
human nature, and such a false conception of the nature 
and providence of God. Deceitful heart of man I what 
scales have been before thine eyes! what blindness is in 
thee, when truth spoken from heaven goes athwart thine 
own conceits and desires! how^ stubborn thou art, even 
when an angel of the Lord stands in the way of thy de- 
vices, with a drawn sword in his hand! We may learn 
a lesson from this page of history, that no feeling in 
the heart should be more powerful than the love of 
truth. Truth should ever be stronger than prejudice. 
Let us ever remember this — that though we may shut 
our eyes to the truth time after time, we must open 
them to it at the last. 

This is a very suitable subject for the season of 
Epiphany, We have all been taught in our school- 
days that Epiphany means or refers to the manifesta- 
tion of Christ to the Gentiles,— i.e. to the period in the 
early Church of Christ when, through a vision, God 
influenced the Apostle St. Peter to go and preach Christ 
to the Gentiles. They of the Circumcision — i,e. the 
h2 
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Jewish converts to Christianity — were astonished when 
St. Peter, in obedience to the vision, began to preach 
in Joppa * remission of sins throngh faith in Christ' — 
to the Gentile equally as to the Jew ; and when, after 
this preaching, the sign of remission of sins, the im- 
parting of the Holy Ghost, was received by both alike. 
Here is an extract from the Apostle's sermon, — * To 
Him give all the prophets witness, that through His 
name, whosoever believeth in Him shall receive remis- 
sion of sins.' Here is a description of some of its 
effects, — * And they of the circumcision which believed 
were astonished, because that on the Gentiles also was 
poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost.' 

We see in St. Peter's declaration a chief feature of 
the new dispensation. It stands out as a sort of pro- 
montory beyond, the rest — * Eemission .'of pins through 
faith in Christ ;'. and, as a consequence, the. gift of the 
Holy Ghost. Through. his words on this memorable 
occasion we see at a glance, into the heart of Christ- 
ianity, — * Remission of sins through faith in Christ.' 
This St. Peter declares to be the essence of Christianity: 
yet our Lord said that the way to heaven was narrow, 
and the gate to it strait. Believing in Christ; believing 
that He died for our sins, according to the Scriptures; 
and that, having faith in this great act, our sins are 
blotted out; — surely this is not a very strait gate? 
Why, then, did our Lord describe the door as a narrow 
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one — as one of little height ; and requiring a man, as it 
were, to stoop and retire within himself to get through? 
This is a very important question : for the true answer 
to it strikes hard against some prevalent deceits. ' Re- 
mission of sins through faith in Christ.' That, I have 
said, is a chief essence of Christianity; a full and free 
pardon of sin through Christ's atonement. But, an- 
nexed to all this are certain conditions, which are indis- 
pensable; and which, to fallen human nature, are very 
hard. It is these conditions that justify the term 
' strait.' It is these that make it true to call the way 
to heaven a narrow way — deep repentance; sorrow for 
and forsaking of sin; self-denial; crucifixion of self; 
watching and prayer ; activity in the cause of Christ ; 
mortification of the flesh; mortification of the carnal 
mind. * We cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the 
cup of devils.* It is this bringing the body under sub- 
jection, and every thought into captivity to the obe- 
dience of Christ, that makes to deceitful, wavering, and 
selfish fallen human nature, the gate of heaven * strait.' 
It is the sight of these hard conditions that has brought 
forth the worst, the most wily, and dangerous deceits 
of the heart. The faithful preacher has often been as- 
sailed for pointing to them, as one seeking to take 
away from the completeness of Christ's salvation. * Pro- 
phesy unto us smooth things I Prophesy unto us smooth 
things I* This is the spirit of many hearts, when works 
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and faith are put into the scale together. Ohl let ns 
not seek any longer to put asunder that which God 
hath joined together. Let us show our faith by our 
works. 



THE PRESENCE OF GOD. 



HERE is something in the request which 
Philip made to Christ, — * Show us the 
Father, and it sufficeth us,' — which shocks 
our feelings : yet he did not make it with any inten- 
tion of irreverence, or from any distinct motives of 
unbelief. Philip was far removed, and wide apart, 
from that class of men who say, * There is no God.' 
He had an open and unreserved nature, out of wliicli 
thoughts came and went without any disguise. Other 
disciples had had the same question in their hearts ; 
and the only diflference between them and Philip was, 
that he put his thoughts into words and gave them 
freely and truthfully to others, whilst they kept them to 
themselves. 

There can be little question which kind of man — 
the open or the reserved — comes off best in this world. 
All history goes to prove that he who can confine the 
most of his thoughts to his own breast is generally in 
the best position for bending circumstances to his ow u 
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advantage. But reserved and calculating natures, 
though they may do well for themselves, do not do well 
for the world; and they are always the most loving and 
loveable, and widely useful persons, who seem to say, 
unconsciously and indirectly, by their candour and the 
quickness of their sympathies, — * I have nothing to 
hide ; look me through and through ; there is nothing 
in my heart that you may not see.* 

Look at the case of Philip: his open and liberal 
nature has brought forth to the world one of the most 
important and suggestive sentences that was ever 
uttered, — * He that hath seen me hath seen the 
Father.* 

Men weigh us, and deal with us, and judge us, 
according to our words and deeds ; but Grod regards 
our thoughts, whether they pass into material shape 
through the lips or not : these meteors of the inner 
spirit flash unseen by our closest friends ; but there is a 
process of registration established by God within the 
spirit itself that traces its every movement. No 
reporter takes down our thoughts, but there is a re- 
porter within that stereotypes them ; and souls go into 
the immediate presence of God themselves a sort of 
book of life. Out of our own souls and consciences 
we shall be judged. 

It is likely, from what we know of human nature 
and religious bodies in these days, that Philip would 
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afterwards, in private, receive some very chiding re- 
marks npon his strange question, from some of the 
other disciples. They had most likely thought the 
same, but when the thought developed itself into words 
it sounded like blasphemy. 

I am sure that many in the present generation have 
also felt very angry and very much shocked with Philip 
for asking this strange, blunt question, although it is 
one that, in embryo, has often come up from their 
hearts. Who that thinks at all seriously of what he 
professes to believe, can have kept down in his heart 
and mind the desire that lies underneath this question ? 
The answer to it is what all intelligent creation has 
groaned for and travailed in pain until now. * My soul 
is athirst for God, for the living God. Oh, when shall 
I come and appear before God ? My heart and my flesh 
crieth out for the living God.* This language expresses 
the often-recurring thoughts of all good and true- 
hearted men. When Moses besought God in the 
mount to show him His glory, it was only a tender 
and more devout way of putting the same question 
as Philip : it was the breaking-out of a desire that is 
latent in us all, to have a material view of God. Yet 
this desire, however piously and measuredly we express 
it, when put into words, seems to have a touch and 
tinge of blasphemy upon it : and no doubt there is 
much in it that is not creditable to us ; for, though it 
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may not betoken in us anything deserving so strong a 
name as * infidelity/ it betokens a mistrust of, and dis- 
content with, the revelations and evidence of Himself 
which God has given. It is, in fact, the spirit of 
idolatry — the desire for a graven image which the 
second conmiandment points to and warns of. The 
heathen hew gods out of wood and stone, in answer to a 
craving in their natures which, if put into words, would 
be, *Show us the Father.' You may see what the 
demand is by the supply. The Church of Eome fills 
her temples with images, and paintings, and crosses, 
and the smell of incense ; and teaches ' transubstan- 
tiation' in answer to a craving that is in the hearts of 
the civilized as well as the heathen, which, translated 
into words, would read, * Show us the Father.' Even 
our National Church, here and there, in dry places, 
gives, through excesses of ritualism, an answer to these 
cravings. And yet these cravings are not to be found 
fault with, for they are natural. When we try to think 
of God as a spirit we lose our balance, and seem to be 
looking into vacancy. We can, however, by something 
that is in ourselves, partly understand the nature of 
God : there is an idea that we can touch and hold in 
the Apostle's description, — * God is love.* There are at 
times high and holy feelings in our hearts, that resemble 
this part of God's nature, and make us feel how near 
He is to us and how closely we are bound up with Him. 
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Onr spirits, as St. Paul said to the Athenians, feel after 
Him, if haply they may find Him. 

Again; we see, and understand, and worship, the 
power and wisdom of God, by what is visible in the 
heavens and upon the earth. * The heavens declare 
the glory of God, and the firmament showeth His 
handiwork.* 

Again; no one can look back through history at the 
results of things without being convinced that there is 
an ever-active Divine Providence, and that, behind all 
the scenes of life and of the world, there exists an Omni- 
potent Designer, bringing at last, after many oscilla- 
tions, * good out of evil.' God makes His goodness to 
pass before us as distinctly as He made it to pass before 
Moses on the Mount Sinai ; and they are dull indeed 
who are not made to feel, by the events that time 
brings forth, the presence of a living, and controlling, 
and benevolent God in the world. 

The answer that our Lord gave to Philip seems to 
have satisfied him, for he did not in any shape repeat 
his question. Jesus said unto him, — ' Have I been so 
long time with you, Philip, and yet hast thou not 
known me ? He that hath seen me hath seen the 
Father. Believcst thou not that I am in the Father, 
and the Father in me ? I and my Father are one.* 
Just as in the ancient temple there was an outer court, 
and a veil between it and * the holy of holies,* so, in the 

I 
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person of Jesus Christ, there was a veil between His 
divinity and the world : that veil was His human 
nature. Behind the veil of the temple was the special 
presence of God : behind, or within the human nature 
of Christ, was the presence of God — that substance of 
the Father of which our Creed speaks, — * God of God; 
very God of very God.* 

The knowledge of our own natures will help us to 
understand this : we feel at times within us a spiritual 
element, distilling into the heart holy thoughts and 
resolves. That is the soul. in us: in Christ it was God; 
God in perfect attributes and nature ; and it was to 
this and its manifestations that our Lord alluded when 
He said, — * He that hath seen me hath seen the Father.' 
Philip had often seen this Divinity through its veil, and 
well might Jesus say to him, — * Have I been so long 
time with you, Philip, and hast thou not known me?' 
He had heard Him speak words that never man spake; 
he had seen Him raise the dead. * Believe me,' he 
added, * for the very works' sake.* He must, too, have 
noticed much in the outer human nature of Christ — 
much that was extraordinary — much far above common 
humanity, in all His motives, and temper, and un- 
selfishness. 

And what Philip saw we can also see — * Jesus 
Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever.' He is 
as evident to-day, to seeing eyes, as He was eighteen 
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hundred years ago. The test^ont which He sealed with 
His blood, and which encloses His portraiture, remains: 
look at that, and you will see both Christ and God. We 
see the Father through the Son ; we see Him as in a 
glass: no man cometh unto the Father except he come 
thus through Christ. Lastly, we see the Father through 
His own Divine Spirit, which He has put into our 
hearts. * Hereby,' says the Apostle, * we know Him, 
by the Spirit which He hath given us.' We feel His 
Holy Spirit in our hearts, and it maketh intercession 
for us: it makes us to feel that we belong to God, 
and as if we were resting on the bosom of God. We 
taste beforehand, through this communion, the rest 
that remaineth for the people of God : we are, as it 
were, though upon the earth, caught up into the third 
heaven ; and we understand, without any theological 
mists before our eyes, what it is to be one with God. 
Take earnest heed lest you make a Christ out of your 
own conceits. His holy name is often, unintentionally, 
taken in vain, in and out of the pulpit. He and His 
Father — your Father and my Father— are described 
as manifesting dispositions that would be shunned in a 
man. Remember this, that though there is a likeness of 
God and Christ in all our hearts, it is in the best part 
of them ;* not in the evil passions of tyranny, malice, 
injustice, and revenge. We may see our Creator and 
Jesus Christ in all that is good and elevated in us. 
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God is Love, God is Tr^tli, Gk)d is Mercy, God is 
Peace, God is Long-suffering. These are rays from 
Him, the Father of lights, that have fallen into tho 
human heart ; and when we are conscious of them, 
when they rise up ahove all that is gross, and mean, 
and selfish in us, they show us the Father. 



'A MAN IN CHRIST; 

E was coming near to the end ; an instinct that 
could not be mistaken, told him that his 
work and sufferings were nearly done. * I am 
now,' he says, * ready to be offered, and the time of my 
departure is at hand.' What a long line of distresses 
he had to look back upon ! a line now almost at full 
stretch ; yet see with what meekness, and even thank- 
fulness, he runs his eye down it, — * I take pleasure in 
infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, 
in distresses, for Christ's sake.' * Blessed are the poor 
in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.' Things 
sharp and wasting to the outward man had been a 
lever to his spirit : they had raised its affections to 
things beyond this life ; they had cut the strings or 
ties between it and the flesh and the world. The love 
of Christ, and the firm conviction that there was an 
endless life after death which no outward foe could rob 
him of, these were a leaven of peace and hope and joy 
in his spirit, beyond the shadows of the world. 

What a beautifal picture to those who have eyes to 
i2 
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see it ! The spirit, the ever*living spirit, shining 
through tears, and leaving on the countenance a holy 
light and calm — a bow in the cloud. Mathematics 
and classics will not help us to see this picture ; it will 
be all dark and incomprehensible to those who have not 
felt in their own hearts the strength of the love of 
Christ. The key to it is, having had similar feelings to 
those described. The rays which shine out from the 
Bible, as clusters of stars from the night-sky, are all in 
mist to an unspiritual heart. A Christ-like life is the 
revealer of these rays. Get the mind of Christ, and 
these goodly pearls shall come up out of their beds. 
If you would drink in the inspirations of the Bible, your 
spirit must be like the Spirit of Christ. * Blessed are 
the pure in heart, for they shall see God.' 

It was on his way to Damascus, on an errand of in* 
tolerance and persecution, that the strength which St. 
Paul describes as coming out of his weakness began. 
He was a strong man before this in nerve, and energy, 
and will. When he stood by at the stoning of Stephen 
he was a strong man, held up by his religious prejudices 
above all mercy and compassion. He thought he was 
doing God service, and all his great natural tenderness of 
heart was made subject to the thought. All this strength 
was destroyed before he had come to the end of his 
journey. At midday, above the brightness of the sun, 
there shot down upon bis path n light that cast him 
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to the earth, and a voice saying, * Why persecutest thou 
me ?' That light was never more out of his mind's eye, 
and that voice for ever rang lessons in his ears. There 
was a proof beyond all doubt that he had been mistaken 
about Christ. From that hour the full, strong tides of 
his heart turned back, and flowed through much tribu- 
lation an opposite way. It was true that the crucified 
Jesus was still alive, that He had risen from the dead 
and ascended into the heavens. Henceforth, before 
kings and priests and people, * Jesus and the resurrec- 
tion ' was his text. Once more for his sake the voice 
that had shaken the earth was heard again, and it was 
not heard in vain. Listen to some of its results : — 
* I count all things but loss for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ.' * To me to live is Christ.' * The 
life that I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the 
Son of Grod.' * I take pleasure in necessities, and dis- 
tresses, and persecutions, for Christ's sake.' Who can 
fix the limits of these efiects ? Passing far out and be- 
yond his own soul, the glory of that light, in words full 
of divine inspiration, has shone for ages in the great 
wide world, and brought into the fold of Christ an in- 
numerable multitude. Think of the New Testament 
without the letters of St. Paul, and what a gap in 
Christian thought presents itself! To-day are we 
reaping the fruits of Saul's conversion. Eighteen 
centuries have not dimmed or weakened that great light. 
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Tlio impetus that it gave his spirit has passed on from 
generation to generation, and with nndiminished force 
presses against our hearts. * Jesus Christ, the same 
yesterday, and to-day, and for ever/ 

* An evil generation seeketli after a sign.' Here is 
one that changed the whole life, not of a weak man 
ready to believe anything, but of a strong-minded man ; 
and that kept him firm in perils by land and by sea, 
keeping up his faith amidst stripes and imprisonments, 
and the foresight of a cruel and violent death. 

If this is not enough for our faith, neither should 
we be persuaded though one rose from the dead. He 
is alive for evermore who spake to Saul from the hea- 
vens. It is a scene we should often go back to and 
realize. It should be to us as a voice of yesterday. 
Bay not that God is silent, and that the world is father- 
less. God is as near the world as ever, and speaks to 
mankind as distinctly as He did in the old time. 

liastly; mark that in the dying words of the great 
Apostle there is the manifestation of a great law and 
principle. Adversity is a good atmosphere for the 
spirit to breathe. Frost and snow are good for the 
wheat, for they refine the soil in which it is sown. It 
is so with that soil, flesh and blood, in which God has 
planted a soul to grow up for everlasting life. Chills 
and disappointments root up the evil in the material 
frame ; affliction, so to speak, makes the soul rise from 
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its earth. The thunderstorm clears the air ; distresses 
give vent to the soul. * No chastening for the present 
seemeth to be joyous, but grievous ; nevertheless it 
afterwards yieldeth the peaceable fruits of righteousness 
to them that are exercised thereby.' 

We know this to be true ; we have all proved it : 
sorrow is the parent of joy. 

Since St. Paul died, a noble army of martyrs have 
proved that spiritual strength comes out of bodily weak- 
ness. * I trust,' said Latimer to Ridley, as they drew 
near to the stake, * that we shall this day light a candle 
in England that shall never be put out.' 

One more instance ; it is that of Addison. His 
last moments, says Macaulay, were perfectly serene : 
— * See,' he said to his son-in-law, * how a Christian 
can die ! ' 




THE STAR IN THE HEART OF SIMEON. 

lO angel had appeared to hira. No voice] had 
spoken to hira oijt of the clouds. Since 
the days of his youth the Jews had been 
expecting their Messiah. Simeon was now a very old 
man, and there were no unusual outward signs of 
Christ's advent, yet he felt sure he should see Him. 
There was that in his breast which was far above out- 
ward signs. There was a voice in his heart that gave 
no uncertain sound. How it came there he could not 
tell. It was distinct from all other feelings. He felt 
it to be divine, and it interpreted itself. It was the 
Holy Ghost, and it revealed unto him that he should 
not see death until he had seen the Lord's Christ. 
But this Divine Spirit acted upon him in other ways. 
It led him often into the Temple, and in his worship 
and communion there he felt its holy light grow 
stronger, filling his heart with heavenly quiet and 
gladness, and enabling him more firmly to realize its 
special promise. 
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There was much that to common thoughts and 
views seemed to threaten to hreak this promise. He 
felt all those many forecasts of dissolution which old 
age invariahly brings: his limbs trembled with nervous- 
ness, and his inner feelings were as if his spirit was 
slowly but certainly loosening itself from the frame 
that had held it so long : he saw in himself, with a 
plainness that the feelings of younger days had not 
brought, the marvellous line between soul and body; 
but, though in the most important respects his inward 
vision had become clearer and keener, his outward 
sight had grown dim, and the fast-deepening lines upon 
his face and brow told him, in more than whispers, that 
if the Lord's Christ was not soon born, the conviction 
in his heart, which he had long construed as a special 
promise from God, would be broken by death. No 
doubt these feelings and signs at times cast a shadow 
upon his chief hope in life ; but he went to the sanc- 
tuary, and found communion with God stronger than 
shadows, and one morning when he went he found his 
promise fulfilled. * He came by the Spirit into the 
Temple' — that same Spirit that had dwelt in his 
heart so many years — * and when the parents brought 
in the child Jesus, to do for Him after the custom of 
the Law,' the same Spirit that had promised, indicated 
the fulfilment of the promise. * Then took he Him up 
in his arms, and blessed God, and said. Lord, no 
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lettest thou thy servant depart in peace according to 
thy word, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which 
thou hast prepared before the face of all people : a 
light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy 
people Israel.' 

This is a beautiful incident in the life of Christ, 
and stirs into pathos and sympathy some of our deepest 
social feelings. It turns our eyes outward upon the 
scenes of a time the most interesting of all the scenes 
of time ; but it also turns them in upon our own 
hearts. That same Holy Spirit which was in the heart 
of Simeon ; that Evening Star ; that sweet, mild light 
from *the Father of Lights,' which cheered, and re- 
freshed, and lightened the old man's heart, shines in 
every heart: it is in the centre of the inner being; 
young or old, it is there, for it * lighteneth every man 
that cometh into the world.' * Know ye not that your 
bodies are the temples of the Holy Ghost, and that 
God dwelleth in you ? ' Yes ; there is a * Holy of 
Holies,' unless frequent and long-accumulating sins 
have made * the glory of the Lord to depart.' Feel 
after God, and your hearts will find Him. He has 
an ambassador at every court — at every heart: it is 
His Spirit. The high priest in old time went within 
the veil to find the presence of God : he might have 
found it nearer at hand, for it dwelt deep in the 
folds of his own being. The only veil between us and 
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Grod is our fleshly and worldly nature ; the mists from 
blood and passion are the only things that spoil our 
consciousness of God. Holy living dissolves these 
mists. We must be pure, temperate, self-denying, 
thoughtful, quiet — or else we shall be, as it were, 
* without God in the world.' 



r^ 




THE WOMAN OF SAMARIA. 



E had opened her heart, and drawn out of it 
deep and earnest sympathies, though He 
had told her some circumstances of her life 
that were not creditable. It would have made some 
women angry and sullen; but her surprise turned into 
reverence and devotion: there was a strange, large 
mixture of the good with the evil in her nature ; her 
irregularities had not taken away her simplicity: there 
is something almost child-like in the way in which she 
addressed her neighbours about Him, — * Come, see a 
man that told me all things that ever I did. ' It was 
like turning their eyes afresh upon her faults, and 
to those who know what ordinary human nature is, it 
Rcems anything but an inducement. If He had told her 
all the things that she had done, He might tell them; 
and though there might not have been in their lives 
anything so marked and flagrant as in hers, there was 
likely to be much that they would rather not be 
reminded of, and much that even their own thoughts 
goncrally avoided a return to. Which of us, in public 
or in private, would like some one accurately to tell us 
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all things that ever we did ? There are, in all our lives, 
shadows and patches that would not bear the light ; and 
sometimes, if a friend tells us of a sin or a follj, how 
offended we are I Yet this woman of Samaria had all 
hers told her, and yet loved the more. 

Her invitation, though void of worldly policy, was 
successful. The Evangelist says, — *They went out of 
the city and came unto Him;' and it is in the same 
faith and simplicity that the minister of Christ should 
invite people to come unto Him. He cannot promise 
any different terms, for he speaks freely to those who 
speak freely to him : * He will tell them all things that 
ever they did.' We cannot come to Christ in person, 
for He is ascended into the heavens ; but we can come to 
Him in spirit, with a penitent and contrite heart: we 
can hold a spiritual communion with Him, and it 
will reveal the thoughts of our hearts; it will bring 
into view even more than we have done; it will show ns 
our thoughts and feelings. The words of Christ * are 
quick and powerful, and sharper than a two-edged 
sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul 
and spirit.' If the minister of Christ were to make cal- 
culations according to worldly policy, he would keep 
back the declaration of these effects ; for there is some- 
thing awful in being told, even by our own hearts and 
consciences, of our thoughts and feelings : but truth 
should ever be stronger than policy. 
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True repentance, which is another term for ' coming 
to Christ,' brings np, one after the other, the items of our 
past life, and they do not go away from the mind's eye 
into dissolution without drawing sorrowful tears and 
sighs. True repentance is no b'ght matter: it is not, 
as some think and teach, a few passwords and easy 
appeals ; it is a life-long and very severe ordeal. But 
this should not keep us back from it ; for we had 
better be told of * all things that ever we did ' in this 
life, than before the judgment-seat of Christ. We may 
flee from Him here, but we cannot escape Him after 
death. The words that He hath spoken to us shall, as 
He says, follow us, and judge us at the last day; 
the principles and spirit in them shall be the test of 
our lives. No matter what our creed, or sect, or re- 
ligious reputation, if our acts, if our lives, cannot bear 
to be compared with the spirit and principles of Christ's 
words. The judgment-seat of Christ has long been set 
up in the world: it is His gospel, His truth, His words. 
Through this the righteous daily hear Him say, in 
their consciences, — ' Come, ye blessed, inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you;* and through this the wicked 
daily hear, through the feelings they raise in them, 
* Depart, ye cursed ! ' He is, indeed, but a weak and poor 
evangelist who is driven to the shift of creating fears 
and hopes solely by what is to come after death. 

Jesus was weary and faint, and He rested by a well, 
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sacred through tradition. His disciples had gone into 
the neighbouring city to buy meat. It was evening- 
tide, and a woman of Samaria came to draw water. He 
asked her for some, but she replied, reminding Him of 
the national prejudice between the Jews and the Sama- 
ritans. She knew not how much and divinely elevated 
above all antipathies and prejudices He was who ad- 
dressed her. He had, too, something to give better than 
what she had. *If/ He answered, * thou knewest the gift 
of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to 
drink, thou wouldest have asked of Him, and He 
would have given thee living water.' She knew nothing 
of His meaning ; she took His saying literally. * Sir, 
thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep : 
from whence then hast thou that living water ? ' And if 
He really meant * water,' could He give any better than 
Jacob had left them ? Still He argued that He had 
something better, until she began half to believe Him. 
* Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, neither 
come hither to draw.' He replied indirectly, but it 
increased her faith in Him still more. Then the con- 
versation turned, and a more direct explanation was 
given of what was meant by * living water:' it was the 
knowledge of God apart from materialism, and super- 
stition, and an obscure ritual. Men could worship God 
with or without a temple ; in the valley as well as the 
mountains ; everywhere where they worshipped Him 
k2 
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with a right and true heart and conception — every- 
where where they worshipped Him in spirit and in 
truth. God is a spirit, therefore we must worship Him 
with our spirits, not with our senses: we must seek 
Him, not through creeds, and dogmas, and ceremonials, 
but through the Truth : we must bend before the ma- 
jesty of Truth, no matter what idols in the shape of 
prejudice and tradition we have to cast behind us. Grod 
is Truth; God is Love; God is a Spirit. He is a 
living, personal God ; but whenever we see Love and 
Truth, we see Him — we see His rays. 




NICODEMUS. 

JE have three distinct views of Nicodemus in 
the Gospel of St. John, which show us the 
excellency of his character. He was a large- 
hearted, frank, and honest man. He was bom a Pha- 
risee, but he was not really one in his heart : it was 
far too broad and too fond of the truth to have any 
union with that hollow sect. Yet he was not wholly 
free from their influence; it affected his external de- 
meanour. Visibly, he was a Pharisee ; invisibly, a true 
man, wanting and seeking after spiritual light. He 
came to Jesus by night, for fear of losing caste ; yet 
ho had a large amount of moral courage. When the 
chief priests and Pharisees were for proceeding in an 
irregular manner against Jesus, he stood up boldly to 
vindicate the majesty of the law, and, with one calm 
but keen reproof, dispersed the council. * Doth our 
law,' he answered, * judge any man before it hear him 
and know what he doeth?' 

The last view we have of Nicodemus is a most 
affecting one. When all was over on that sad day on 
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Calvary, when the last drops of life-blood had flowed 
from his beloved friend and Lord, and the noise of 
voices and of the earthquake was past, he came in the 
dark to the cross, and brought a mixture of myrrh and 
aloes, about an hundred pound weight. His heart was 
full of pity, and love, and sadness, as he moved up the 
sacred mount with these embalmments : he thought 
what a cruel act had been done by his colleagues to 
One who had done nothing amiss, who had gone about 
doing good, and was so full of peace and tenderness and 
love ; and why, he thought, had this cruel act been 
done ? why had this just, and true, and holy One been 
led as a lamb to the slaughter ? for speaking the truth, 
for letting the light in upon the evil ways and doings 
of the chief priests and Pharisees, who loved them- 
selves better than the truth. They had clogged the in- 
spirations of Moses with their own false inferences and 
commentaries, until, as our Lord said, they had made 
the word of God void ; and when He came to break its 
shadows and to increase divine revelation by fresh floods 
of light and life, they replied to Him by crucifying 
Him ! Short-sighted men I they signed their own death- 
warrant when they consented to His. His blood, to 
this day, rests on them and on their children. 

Wlien Nicodemus first met our Lord, they con- 
versed about a matter of which before he had had no 
idea or perception : though a master in Israel, he knew 
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hot little of the deeps of religion : ho had not entered 
within the veil of his own heart. Religion was to him 
entirely an ontside thing — a thing that touched the 
senses — all form and ceremonial: his spirit had never 
really stretched itself into the nnseen world. Tlie 
ritual and forms of his Church had not drawn his 
thoughts down and up to the eternal truths that lay at 
their roots, and from which they had been conceived 
and brought forth. No wonder that he should be 
astonished at such words as these, — * Verily, verily, I 
say unto you. Except a man be bom again he cannot 
see the kingdom of God : ' and, moreover, they seemed 
no sort of answer to what he had just before said to 
Him. He came to reason with Him, but here was a 
mysterious statement that was out of reach of his 
understanding. * Bom again !' What could that pos- 
sibly mean ? * How can a man be bom again when he is 
old ?' He took the saying literally, and it seemed an 
absurd one : it never occurred to him to apply it to 
something that is not born of the flesh — the soul, the 
immortal soul. * That which is bom of the flesh is 
flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.' 
The soul, the immortal soul, is bora of God — bom of 
the Spirit of God. It scarcely makes its existence felt 
in the human frame until God's Spirit has touched it — 
until the power of the Highest has overshadowed it. 
Nicodemus knew nothing of the kingdom of God within 
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tlio breast, and of the summer that a single breath 
from the Father of Lights can make in the inward 
man. He was a master in Israel, but his education 
had been of a kind to turn all his thoughts outside of 
himself. He could not conceive of any kingdom but 
a material kingdom, and of no temple but an external 
one. He had not sounded into the depths of his own 
being, or he would have seen that there was something 
divine in it, that, if allowed pre-eminence, would change 
his whole nature : he would have seen a divine luminary 
helping his spirit to become fit for heaven. *We 
speak,' said our Lord, * that we do know, and testify 
that we have seen.' We must have felt the Holy 
Hpirit of God within us, or we shall be at the same 
loss as Nicodcmus to understand its regeneration. 

But observe, there are limits to this consciousness 
of God's Spirit in the heart : we can feel that He is 
making us shine more and more unto the perfect day, 
but wo cannot tell whence He cometh or whither He 
goeth : we cannot tell how or when He enters the 
heart — by baptism, or at baptism, we cannot tell : we 
know that He is in the heart, but how He came there, 
or through what chain of circumstances He will ripen 
us for eternal life, we know not. 

The question with which Nicodcmus met our Lord's 
statement, * How can a man be born when he is old ? ' 
shows how materialistic were his ideas. He was a 
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Pharisee — therefore a believer in the soul and its im- 
mortality ; but he seemed to be able to draw no line of 
distinction between it and the body. * That which is 
born of the flesh is flesh : that which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit.* It had never occurred to him that one 
part of him had a different parent to the other, and 
was subject to different laws and operations. 

We do not know the full effects of his associations 
with the Lord ; but this we do know, that Nicodemus 
took in good part the unpalatable and incomprehensible 
truths which were told him. Here is a lesson for 
modem disciples which they much need, not to quarrel 
with those who have not come so near to truth as 
themselves, or with those who view truth from a 
different point, or have accepted it through other forms 
and symbols. 



COMPAXIOXSHIP WITH GOD. 






E saw the dark hour oommg. His disciples 
said to Hbxky — ^ Thoagfa we should die with 
thee we will not denj thee.' He knew they 
had miscalcalated the strength of their conrage, and 
that their present feelings woold he taken hj surprise 
and thrown into confosion. He said to them, — * Be- 
hold, the hour cometh when je shall he scattered, eTery 
man to his own, and shall leare me alone.' A pang 
shot through His tender heart as He told them. And 
it grieved them also to the quick, for thej loved Him 
deeply, sincerely, and fervently. They resolved still 
more strongly to stand by Him; but His words came 
true, — * They all forsook Him and fled.' Yet He was 
not alone: His words also about Himself were fulfilled. 
In all the darkness of that period of agony, excepting 
for a few moments, the Father was with Him. 

This same forethought, this same sustaining pre- 
sence which lit up the Saviour's heart in the midst of 
its pains, is one which we may all enjoy and appro- 
priate. It is like an angel from heaven in our garden of 
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Gethsemane come to strengthen us. There is a time 
coming to each of as, not when our tried friends will 
forsake ns, hat when we shall require more than 
human sympathy, however much may be given us. 
When we come to die we shall feel very desolate, 
very hopeless, unless we can feel as Christ did in His 
dying hours, that * the Father is with us.' What if 
at this trying period the consciousness of an ill-spent 
life stands between our souls and God like a dark 
thunder-cloud ? No doctrine suddenly laid hold of, no 
sacrament at the end of an evil life, can bring God, as 
bur Father, to the side of our spirit. How weak are 
rites and ceremonies, how weak are human absolu- 
tions, how weak are the whispers of overstrained love, 
when unaccompanied by God, to the departing soul I 
Every other staff but God breaks from under us in 
the valley of the shadow of death. 

I know that there is a sense in which Jesus Christ 
felt the presence of the Father as no other has or can 
feel it. ^ Gk)d gave not the Spirit by measure unto 
Him.' Nevertheless, in a high degree every true dis- 
ciple of Christ is privileged to say and to feel with Him , 
— * The Father is with me.' No sort of theology, high 
or dry, weak or narrow, can deprive us of this blessed 
communion. In our hours of darkness a Christ-like 
life shall, without fail, bring forth the consciousness 
that the Father is with us. Deep in the centre of 
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our immortal being we shall feel an inextinguishable 
light: the power of the Highest shall overshadow us. 

For a time on the Cross there seemed to be a 
withdrawal from Christ of this presence of *the Fa- 
ther.' It was when that sad cry came forth, — * My 
God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ?' The 
pangs that He felt from the desertion of His disciples 
were nothing to the agonies of this moment. Think 
of this I Sin — not His OYm — mysteriously laid on 
Him, withdrew from Him the consciousness of Gk)d's 
presence. 

This is exactly what sin — our own sin — does for 
us. It takes God from us. Its reactions make us 
cry out, — * My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
us ? ' It takes from us the power to realise that God 
is in us. 

The picture of human weakness which the conduct 
of some of His companions towards Him, at the last, 
shows us, is full of instruction. We think severely of 
their selfishness and cowardice, yet we have many a 
time been greater cowards, and more selfish. Worldly 
interests have made us run away from Christ, when we 
ought to have stood by Him: our thoughts and afiec- 
tions have been given to the world and to self, when 
they ought to have been given to Him : this is run- 
ning away from Christ. It does not always require 
words to say, — ' I know Him not :' acts and looks 
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speak as well as words. He has passed into the hea- 
vens ; but if you betray His principles you betray Him. 
There lies a spirit in His words which, if you in any 
way oppose, you oppose Him. He never spoke a sen- 
tence that did not contain a great principle, or a great 
motive. * My words,' He said, * shall judge you at the 
last day.' If God is our companion, we shall easily be 
able to see and appropriate these great principles and 
motives. His Divine Spirit, which is in every man if 
he will but feel after it, and let it rise above the passions 
of his heart, * takes of these things of Christ and shows 
them to us.' Our scholarship, our Latin and Greek, 
what are these in power and importance to the reve- 
lation of the Spirit that dwelleth in us ? You will see 
the heavens opened if you will only read the words of 
Christ through this Divine Spirit, — * He shall teach 
you all things, and bring all things to your remem- 
brance.' 



JESUS CHRIST. 



ESUS CHRIST! that is a name that should 
raise in onr hearts the most tender and re- 
freshing thoughts, and to set fhll flowing in 



us some of the hest feelings of which onr nature is 
capable. These thoughts and feelings, to be worth 
anything, should be intelligible and intelligent. To 
speak of loving Jesus Christ without knowing why we 
love Him, shows a kind of love that will last but for a 
very short time. All real, enduring love, has intelli- 
gence for its foundation. Tell me of a friendship or 
a relationship that does not rest on this ground, and, 
without any special gift of prophecy, I can see the end 
of it. We love our fellows because we understand them. 
You see here and there, rising out of the many, some 
with a larger heart and a larger mind, loving almost 
every one and every thing they come near to. This is 
because they have an eye within to see what is totally 
hid from nine hundred and ninety-nine out of a thou- 
sand. They see and understand and appreciate the 
-good there is in every body and every thing; and 
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therefore they have a proportionate love for every body 
and every thing. They are ridiculed by some, who can- 
not conceive of or believe in anything but what they 
can see or touch. But intelligence is stronger than 
ridicule : ridicule is sand ; intelligence is rock. 

What has been said of human relationships applies 
to Jesus Christ. There is much in Jesus Christ far 
above and out of our sight. Think of one who raised 
to life the dead — dead bodies as well as dead souls ; 
think of one who came back into His own body after it 
had been crucified and seen by hundreds to die ; think 
of one who ascended visibly in that same body into the 
highest heavens ; think of these wonders, and you feel 
that Jesus Christ was something far more than the 
best of men. You feel that, however much you increase 
in goodness and spirituality, you can never fully be a 
second Christ. 

But mark this ; though there is much in Jesus 
Christ that we can never, through anything that is in 
us, however well and highly cultivated, be on a level 
with, there is much that in our best moments we 
realise and feel, and much more to which, by holy living, 
we may rise. There were many feelings and thoughts 
in Jesus Christ that all good men have, and that they 
may have more frequently and more abundantly. It is 
well to think of this whenever we feel a good thought 
flowing within us, and urging up on to good deeds ; 
l2 
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ikas^ TOT fasB^ llNWilit irw n tk» hmri of 
CTai$3. Honk «nf tlo^ wkiim sikIi good fediiigs ms 
tiBwrgto^ge^ Iwid kiiania s oiMm i T i fio as Iotc, pitj, and re- 
Tcvesfie.. fid uii fHViW T«wr ia^iraid Baliire; this feding 
nTfts in JkisvBi CluvC Ikk wfll mk» jron desiie more 
euiMstlT to kiTe svkIi feeing and tlioi^ts eonthiiimlly . 
IVfY euuK^ W a frufete o l y e c i before ns Uiaii to be 
Uke CluKl^ to kiTe tbe miad of Clunsi» to bare tbe 
beaurt of Otiist. * Jjtt tbe same miad be in joa iducb 
was abo in ClirisI Jcsos.' 

Jesus CbiisI is oar Brolber as weD as oor SaTioor. 
We lose balf our bold npon ffim if ne tbink onlj of 
His Diiinity. Our laitb in Him will be nnstabley doll, 
and wanting in energr^ if we do not tbink oi Him as 
one we can understand and feel to be a near relation. 
Mjst«7 of itself cannot bring Ibrtb real futb and love ; 
it brings fortb fear and soperstition. Tbose wbo tbink 
tbat JesQs Cbiist is not prof)erlj preacbed and repre- 
sented, except He be made a mjstery of, except He be 
pictured in person and in woik so tbat no bnman mind 
can understand Him, mistake botb Him and bnman 
nature. We lose oor interest in tbings and persons 
that we cannot understand ; they only more the sur&ce, 
not the deeps of oor hearts. The mind falls back into 
apathy and confasion from that which it is bid to look 
at, bat which it finds in itself no capacity to reach to 
and behold. Mark this again ; Jesus Christ cannot be a 
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reality to us — a reality that moves us into wholesome 
action, until we have felt Him to be human as well as 
divine. I mean, far more than an acknowledgment, 
far more than a dry parched agreement to a creed : I 
mean, a communion with Jesus Christ that has made 
us feel as if heart were beating against heart, spirit 
against spirit. You open the New Testament; you 
read and digest His words. It is these blessed words 
that make you feel Christ to be your brother and your 
own familiar friend. He acted like a God, but He 
spake like a man. You can understand His words, be- 
cause He speaks to you as a man speaks to his friend. 
There are thoughts in His words which your own 
thoughts respond to, and feel an intense sympathy 
with ; and thus it is partly that you become like Him. 
His thoughts sow your hearts until they turn into His 
image : this is the spiritual harvest — we become like 
Him. ' Beholding,' says the Apostle, ' as in a glass, 
the glory of the Lord, we are changed into the same 
image.' We can easily understand this process by what 
we have felt of it. The Spirit of Christ, drawn out of 
His words into our spirits, makes them feel as if they 
were leaning or resting upon Him. When good and 
kind words are spoken to us, we feel as if the person 
speaking them were giving us a part of his own soul, 
and we feel drawn towards them, as if our being was 
linked with theirs. Jesus Christ, through His words, 
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thus draws us to Him ; thus imparts His Spirit, and 
brings us to His side. We come to Him as little 
children come to their parents ; we come again and 
again and again, until in oar inner and immortal being 
there is a true parental likeness : we are bom again — 
our spirit is a new creature. 

But mark this; to understand Christ and to partake 
of His Spirit, the habits of our life must be good : we 
must be moral, we must be pure, we must be temperate 
in all things. We can learn nothing of Chrifit, we can 
see no beauty in Him, we cannot enter into any of His 
divine sayings, if we live a wicked life. A bad man 
cannot understand a good one ; they are like two worlds 
separated from one another by an infinite space. All 
that springs in the spirit of the one is entirely different 
from that which springs in tlfe spirit of the other. We 
judge others by what we see in ourselves. The inference 
is plain. How can we understand Christ, when there 
is nothing in our hearts that was in His ? How can 
we love Him, when all that is in £[im is a condenmation 
of our lives? 'Perfect love casteth out fear.' Our 
knowledge and love of Jesus Christ increases as our 
lives increase in self-denial and love. A university de- 
gree does not make a man know Christ. Live to Qod, 
and He shall be transfigured before you ; you shall see 
His raiment, as the disciples on the mount saw it, 'white 
and glistering.' It is wonderful how some persons, who 
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have bad little or no education, catch the spirit of the 
Lord. They know more of Christ than some doctors of 
divinity. Creeds and dogmas and scholastic theories 
are often * wells without water/ The Spirit of Christ 
caught into the heart makes it spring up unto ever- 
lasting life. 

Lastly ; Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, to-day, 
and for ever. His figure, with all its varied features, 
stands folded up in the New Testament. Paintings 
and engravings fade and die out ; that is a picture which 
stands : God preserves it. We can go back to the 
ancient days and walk with Christ. We have a faculty, 
and a range for that faculty, that makes the past the 
present. We behold life-like * the glory of the only- 
begotten Son of God, full of grace and truth.' The 
diviniB character and example of Jesus Christ are be- 
fore us as vividly, and with as great a power of effect, as 
if they were seen through His person ; and they are as 
needful for the nineteenth century as they were for the 
first. Jesus Christ is applicable to all ages ; He reigns 
for ever and ever ; the kingdoms of the world are be- 
coming His. He said they would. The grain of mus- 
tard is a large tree. * The times of refreshing from 
the presence of the Lord' have done much of their 
work, and many are the enemies that have been 
subdued under His feet. 
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THE THORN IN THE FLESH. 

IF of any man it oonld be said, ^ He was fall 
of the Holy Gliost," it could be said of 
St Paul. Few men have had giren tbem 
so large a measure of the Spirit of God. Betwe^i him 
and the unseen world the veil was rerj thin; — some- 
times, sach was the heavenliness and peace of his in- 
ward man, that this veil seemed entirely dissolved : he 
felt so much of heaven upon earth at one period, that 
he half wondered if his spirit was still in the body. 
' Canght np,' he says, ^ into the third heaven, in the 
body or oat of the body I cannot tell.* At another 
period of his life, so close was the sympathy felt be- 
tween him and his ascended Lord, that he said, — 
'To me to live is Christ.* And again, when his troa- 
bled joamey throngh life was coming to its end, he 
saw his reward as plainly as if he had fully entered 
into it, — ' Henceforth is laid ap for me a crown of 
righteousness.' 

He was always a man of devout feelings and intense 
sympathies with religion. He longed from his youth 
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to serve God, and this longing at first spent itself in 
many a wrong path. There was the same Divine Spirit 
in him before his conversion as after, but it was so 
mixed up with and darkened by prejudice and human 
feeling, that he fought against rather than served 
God. Wlien he stood by at the death of Stephen, he 
thought he was doing God service. Wlien he went on 
his memorable journey to Damascus he had the same 
object and desire. In an instant, as it were, all this 
mass of prejudice and error fell like an avalanche from 
his mind; he heard a voice saying, — * Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest thou me ? ' and that voice, though it threw 
him to the earth, lightened him of a burden on his 
thoughts. From that time his spirit shone out to the 
world without the cloudings and fierceness of prejudice. 
Henceforth the truth, not tradition, was his pursuit. 
* If,' he said, * ye know the truth, the truth shall make 
you free.' Henceforth Jesus Christ, and not priest- 
craft, was his key-note, — the life and immortality 
brought to light by Jesus Christ, not the prejudices of 
an age of ignorance. * I count all things,' he said, * as 
loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ.' 

With the change that came in his heart and mind, 
there came from without every kind of sorrow, — * in 
joumeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of rob- 
bers, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in 
perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren, in 
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ireariness mod punfulneBS, in mtchings ofleiiy in 
hunger and thirst, in fmstii^ oft»iy in oold and 
nakedness.* Bat all these sorrows firom without were 
powerless to take awaj the comfort and peace that were 
in his spirit. There was a world within him created 
and sustained by Jesns Christ, that the wurld without 
invaded all in Tain. ' I am porsuaded^' he said, ' that 
neither death, nor life, nor any other creature, can sepa- 
rate me firom the love of Christ.' It is in this world 
~ within, created and sustained by Jesus Christ, that lies 
the secret of all true happiness. ETerything outside 
may be smiling on us, and yet we may know little or 
nothing of true and elevated joy: there must be har- 
mony, and peace, and love in the spirit within, or the 
sunshine of the outward world is only half felt, and, 
comparatively speaking, little enjoyed. We make, as 
it were, our own world; if we have peace, and love, and 
harmony in our spirits ; if we have in us the Spirit of 
Christ — the world outside, be it cloudy or be it bright, 
will be all beauty to us. Joy has far higher and more 
inspiring sources in our own souls than in anything 
else. We look chiefly for its springs outside of us, but 
the best are within; and that which flows from the 
outer springs depends, in a degree little thought of, 
upon the state of the inner ones. There are times 
when we feel everything from outside of us to be 
instilling joy into our spirit ; that is, when the springs 
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within are in a good state ; when the two tides, the 
outer and the inner, meet in harmony. And there are 
times when the things that once gave ns so much joy 
seem to have lost all power to lift our spirit. This is 
when our spirit is out of tune: the sun shines, the hirds 
sing, the flowers open their leaves and send forth fra- 
grance : there is abundance of sweet music outside of 
us ; we cannot enjoy it because our spirit has lost its 
music. 

V The inference is plain ; we should cultivate the world 
within our breasts ; we should plant it with seeds that 
grow love, and peace, and harmony. It is a world 
created and sustained by Jesus Christ. * By Him,' the 
Creed says, * all things were made:' by Him Grod made 
the world. That means the world within us, our own 
souls. Jesus Christ makes our spirit a little heaven. 
His Spirit, drawn out of the New Testament, changes 
our spirit into the image of His, and then we see a 
thousand beauties in the world outside that we never 
saw before: we gain a capacity to enjoy that the world 
cannot give. We become moral, as well as religious ; 
we become temperate and more spiritual in our every 
way of living. We cannot separate morality from reli- 
gion : it is its essence. Jesus Christ, through His 
Gospel, makes us moral, as well as religious. And this 
morality, this self-denial, this denial of the flesh, helps 
to make the world within us harmonious and joyous. 
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* Whatsoever ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do 
all to the glory of God.* That means, Be moderate, be 
careful of the laws of health, for they are Qod*s laws: 
keep your body in such subjection, that you may 

* glorify God in your body and in your spirit.' Verily, 
verily, I say unto you. You shall have your reward.' 
He that soweth to the flesh reaps corruption; he that 
soweth to the Spirit reaps present and eternal life. 

There was, however, something, notwithstanding 
the peace 8t. Paul had in his spirit, that seriously 
afflicted him — a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of 
Satan. Something that sprang up from the flesh; just 
as a weed or a thorn springs up by the side of the 
blade of wheat. It was not anything sinful: but it 
was extremely troublesome; it perhaps — in an indirect 
way — clouded the sunshine of his soul. It perhaps, 
too, at times hindered him from exercising to the full, 
in the cause of Christ, the splendid faculties God had 
given him. It was, undoubtedly, a great grief to him: 
he besought God earnestly to take it away; it was, 
probably, some slow, bodily disorder, that kept him at 
times from going forth to teach and to preach ; or it 
might be an impediment in his speech ; or a deafness, 
that partly prevented his influence in public. It was 
said of him — as he himself repeats — < His letters are 
powerful, but his bodily presence is weak and con- 
temptible.' It matters not much to us what it was; 
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it was sent for a good purpose: it was to keep out 
anything of self, or vain-glory, that might have crept 
into his inward man. It was this thorn in the flesh 
that helped to bring forth such sentences as this, — 
* Not /; but the grace of God.' These thorns in the 
flesh are the very best medicine for that self which 
so often finds expression in the word */.' We have 
all, in some shape, a thorn in the flesh: we should 
think of it as St. Paul thought of his — sent by 
God for a good purpose : medicine bitter to the 
taste, but full of healing and bracing power for the 
spirit. We should think, too, of the answer of God 
to the Apostle's prayer for its withdrawal, — * My 
grace is sufficient for thee.' The wind is tempered to 
the shorn lamb. We shall not be tempted above what 
we are able to bear. There is always a door of escape 
before despair sets in; and * though no chastening for 
the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous, it 
afterwards yieldeth the peaceable fruits of righteous- 
ness to them that are exercised thereby.' 



to-day shalt thou be with me in 
paradise; 



HERE is but a very thin veil between us and 
the world of spirits. As we move to and fro, 
common thoughts tell us that we can see, and 
hear, and touch all that is near to us, or can be. We 
measure the distance of the stars, and we are apt to 
think and talk as though our senses could sweep and 
sift all that space contained. And yet, every now and 
then there falls into the heart a sign — a symptom that 
things are not altogether what they seem, and that 
there is much all around us of being, and action, and in- 
fluence, that is only hidden from our spirits by flesh and 
blood. The fact is, our senses, which are to us our 
great guide in the world of matter, are the blind and 
screen which hide from us the world to which we are 
slowly passing. We trust them as if they were all- 
powerful, though they really only show us a tithe of what 
18. We are compassed about with a cloud of witnesses, 
whose last words prove how near we are to another 
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world. The process of dying gradually thins the mists 
before eternity, and on the edges of dissolution the de- 
parting spirit gleams back signs of a prospect it never 
had before : as the outward eye becomes filmed, the eye 
of the spirit gains a double power and brightness ; as 
the outward man fails, the inward is renewed and 
refined. We need not go beyond Holy Scripture for an 
illustration: the stones that were beating out the life 
of the martyr Stephen, opened heaven before the eye of 
his spirit. When sickness unto death comes upon us, 
it seems to dry up the springs of the different feelings 
that come under the name of 'passion ;' and the spirit, 
half unclothed, cannot then shut its eyes to truth. Yes, 
there comes in the end, after all our defiances of truth, 
a power that wrenches from the lips the last lingering 
deceit. Let us remember this, — no species of lie or 
equivocation can stand against death. Death makes 
the spirit strip itself of everything false, and sends it 
before Gk)d exactly as it is. 

Soon after our Lord's memorable answer, * To-day 
shalt thou be with me in Paradise,' * He gave up the 
ghost.' He was the first of the three to leave the 
world. The others were not dead when the soldiers 
pierced His side ; but they brake their legs, and forced 
their lingering spirits away. Great and awful mys- 
tery ! — life rising out of the midst of death ; conscious 
being passing away whole, ^nd doubly vivid from the 
m2 
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utter wreck of all that made it visible to hninan 
eyes ! 

The snn went down; ' and the centurion, and all the 
people that came together to that sight, beholding the 
things that were done, smote their breasts and re- 
turned.' A calm after a storm — a cahn in the air — 
a calm for those who had died: bat there were troubled 
hearts, weeping out almost their life, beneath the 
middle cross. They could not realise that their Lord 
was in Paradise ; they could only see Him, ' a man of 
sorrows,' stretched, and lifeless, and pale. 

These pious women of Galilee looked up at His 
face, as if all that they worshipped still tarried within 
it ; and they bent over His body at the door of the 
sepulchre, as if that was all that they had so earnestly 
and tenderly loved. The first tears which flow for our 
dead sweep away for a time all distinct thoughts of 
immortality, and we stand and kneel before them as if 
there were no soul and no Paradise. 
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ENEMIES of the Cross of Christ!' Our 
thoughts, at the first sound of these words, 
turn towards those minds of our own day 
and in past times who have viewed the death of Christ 
from a different point to that which the fir|t Apostles 
viewed it, and in a different light to that in which the 
Church of England has seen it. 

* Enemies of the Cross of Christ!' Surely this must 
refer to those Jews to whose full acceptance of Christ 
the Cross was a stumbling-block ; or to those Greeks 
to whom its mystery and simplicity appeared foolish- 
ness ? Or else, surely, it is specially applicable to the 
Unitarians and Rationalists of these last days ? 

This is the comment which, at first sight, the text 
draws from our lips ; and the weak and the bigot 
clasp it as a sort of combustible to throw at those who 
think differently to themselves on the subject. 

* Enemies of the Cross of Christ!' Can this refer to 
us who own that Cross and the sacrifice made thereon 
to be the only way unto everlasting life and the remis- 
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sion of sins ? Do we not, at the Holy Communion 
Table, and, indirectly, in many other parts of our 
divine service, acknowledge the efl&cacy of the Cross of 
Christ ? We are its friends — not its enemies. 

This is a train of thought very natural to those who 
know but little of the deceitfulness of their own hearts ; 
— to those who take but a one-sided and very narrow 
look at the Cross of Christ. 

The fact is, however, these inspired lines refer 
rather to those whose opinions and doctrines are gene- 
rally esteemed to be sound, than to those who openly 
speak against the Atonement. They refer to those 
who, in the infant days of the Chjirch, and in these 
days, use the Cross of Christ merely as a cloak for an 
inconsistent life. They refer to those who bear lightly 
the Cross on their lips, but who will not bear it really 
in their hearts. Those whom St. Paul called * the ene- 
mies of the Cross of Christ ' wore the uniform of the 
Cross, yet they gave way to passions and were absorbed 
in interests utterly opposed to its spirit. They were 
banqueting and revelling, and wrapped up in the pur- 
suit of gold. Their pleasures of eating and drinking 
were excessive, and they were altogether selfish in their 
thoughts and schemes ; yet, above all this i^ward and 
unseen kingdom of the Devil in their hearts, there 
arose a cry and a claim to which they had no more right 
than the open blasphemer -^ * The Cross of Christ ! 
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the Cross of Christ I ' St. Paul regarded that cry and 
false claim with the greatest sorrow and aversion. He 
saw the den of iniquity that it covered. He saw that 
this kind of hypocrisy would do more hurt to his 
Divine Master's cause than a whole army of infidels. 
He lahelled them rightly — * Enemies of the Cross of 
Christ.' He broke into their ambush, and declared 
them to be children of the Devil, and not of Christ. 
With tears from the deeps of his heart he exposed 
a treachery which was secretly sapping the foundations 
of the Church. 

But now, when that Church has grown old and 
strong, can we say that there are no such foes in her 
pale ? Have we now, in our midst, no such enemies of 
the Cross of Christ ? Is there nothing of this ancient 
plague-spot now to make good men weep ? Are there 
none now in the Church who cry out from a deceitful 
heart, and in front of wicked deeds — * The Cross I the 
Cross ! ? ' Are there not any now who come to * the 
Sanctuary,' and to * the Holy Communion,' yet who 
really prefer eating and drinking to prayer and self- 
denial — the pleasures of the flesh to the satisfaction of 
the spirit ? 

The Church of England has many open enemies ; 
that is a fact known and read of all men : but, has she 
any secret adversaries like those alluded to by St. 
Paul — adversaries who are capable of doing her far 
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more injury than those who, close under her towers, 
have, without disguise, drawn their sword against 
her? 

This is a question that must take our thoughts, not 
to this congregation or to that, not to this pew or to 
that, not to this neighbour or to that, but deep, 
straight down, into our own hearts. * Am I an enemy 
of the Cross of Christ?* Not, — Is my relative, or 
friend, or acquaintance, an enemy? 

Put up thy sword into thy sheath, professing 
Christian ! — O baptized member of Christ's Church ! 
Draw it away from thy neighbour's heart, and let it 
rest a little while, to give thee breath to pierce where it 
will hurt thee far more. It is into thine own heart the 
question is to go as a spear — * Am / an enemy of the 
Cross of Christ?* 

Very likely, much to thine astonishment, an answer 
in the afl&rmative will have to come. But it will not 
come at first, for vanity and self-conceit will try to 
stifle it. You will say, — * I have never written or 
said anything against the doctrine of the Atone- 
ment ; I have partaken at the altar of its holy symbols 
of bread and wine ; I have spoken most severely and 
angrily of those who deny it.' A poor screen this! 
Better let shame come now than at the Day of Judg- 
ment. It is hard, I know, to confess that you have 
detected yourself to be an enemy of the Cross of Christ, 
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bnt it will be harder to be told it at a time when 
remission of sins must be let alone for ever. 

For the sake of your own soul, speedily ask yourself 
this question, in honesty, truth, and prayerfulness, — 
* Am I an enemy of the Cross of Christ ? ' But, oh, 
not only for the sake of your own soul, for the sake of 
other souls, ask it. 

Do you not see that your fleshliness, your selfish- 
ness, your covetousness, are spoiling not only your own 
immortal soul, but the souls of many others, who are 
looking at them side by side with your acknowledged 
creeds and doctrines ? 

Our National Church — which may also be called 
by a more honourable name, the Church of Christ — 
is fast entering into one of the hottest conflicts for * the 
Truth ' she has ever entered into. Any one who has 
but one eye open to the signs of the times must see 
this. What will most strengthen her in this conflict ? 
What will help her most to victory ? Not so much 
her learned divines, not so much her alliance with 
the State, not so much her antiquity, as the consist- 
ency between her doctrines and the lives of her mem- 
bers, as the unselfishness of her ministers and laity ; 
their liberality of thought, and feeling, and alms- 
giving; their public spirit; their zeal; their simple 
habits; thdr thorough honesty; their harmony one 
with another, and motnal love. 
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These are tbe arms wbicb, nnder the blessing of 
Ood, shall make a way for the preserratioii and exten- 
sion 0f the truth of Christ. These are the graces 
against which the gates of hell shall not preraiL 

Everywhere in the Chnrcb of England the cry 
is raised, — 'Watchman, what of the night? what of 
the night?' I answer, — 'The morning oometh,' if 
the Charch will bnt properly arm herself against the 
foe. The dawn of a better day is nigh at band, if yon 
will only watch for it. Do yon want plainer and less 
fignrative language ? Yon shall have it. Let each 
member of the Church look into his own heart, and 
see if the Cross is set up there ; see if self is being 
crucified upon it, and all the sinful lusts of the flesh 
nailed to it; see if the Satan within you is beaten 
under its feet. Let the Cross, in tbe name and 
strength of Ood, thus do its work inside the heart, 
and there is no fear of it being thrown down and 
mocked outside. 

The Cross of Christ, and the doctrine of the Atone- 
ment connected with it, are not in danger from stoics 
and schoolmen, and the graduates of science and phi- 
losophy. These, if they really and truly may be called 
its enemies, are not the quarter from whence danger 
mostly rises. Tremble ye not when ye see or hear 
of a new book that contradicts your creeds. This will 
pass away as a watch in the night. But tremble, for 
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there is then really k cause, when yon come upon some 
long-cherished thought, or feeling, or opening in your 
own heart, which does despite to the Spirit of Christ, 
crucifies Him afresh, and gives occasion to the ene- 
mies of His Gospel to hlaspheme. It is then that the 
Church is in danger ; then that her most glorious sym- 
bol and its inscription — the Atonement — becomes the 
most liable to be smitten down to the ground. Let 
each one who loves his soul, who loves his Church, 
who loves Christ, feel the weight of his responsibility. 
By a consistent life we add strength to the Church. 
By an inconsistent one we are as much, and even more, 
its enemies, than those who openly blaspheme. 




STRIVING AFTER PERFECTION. 

[ERFECTION is a term that can only be ap- 
plied to the works of man in -a comparative 
sense. However great and glorious may be 
the results of human study, skill, and labour, they 
cannot in a full sense be called ' perfect.' They may 
exceed all other productions in a similar department; 
but to call them perfect, implies that no improvement 
can possibly be made in their condition and appliances. 
This we know, from the annals of the past, to be a 
state to which development never comes. * Develop- 
ment! development! development!' this is the label of 
everything. There is no work of man that has not a 
future of change and refinement before it. The full- 
ripe fruit of one man's mind is but a seed. It falls 
upon, or is caught up by the mind of another, and 
new soil brings it a step or two nearer perfection. 
This is, of course, the case collectively, as well as in- 
dividually. The sheaves of the mind of one genera- 
tion are the starting-point of another. It is as holy 
Scripture says, — * One man soweth, and another build- 
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eth thereon.' This is the secret of that refreshing pro- 
gress which all history marks. We think, and we toil, 
and we die ; we feed our minds with the statistics that 
other minds before ns have, after thinking, and toil- 
ing, and departing, left behind them; we spin from 
their webs, and in turn we also die, leaving at the 
end of our track to posterity the mental stores, with 
additions and refinements, our fathers bequeathed to 
us. And thus the world goes on — the moral and 
mental world — * groaning and travailing in pain until 
now.' Each century shows the march of mind far in 
front of the last, and yet at an immense distance from 
perfection. There seems ever to be an ocean, an in- 
finite plain, between us and that promised millennium, 
in which all, from the beginning, worthy of the name 
of reapers, shall rest from their labours. 

This gradualness of progress is the providence of 
God. He intends * the new heaven and the new earth ' 
to he a work of time. If we look more than superficially 
into all His dealings with mankind, we shall find that 
they have nothing of real suddenness in or about them. 
They sometimes appear sudden, but that is because we 
have not watched them from their rise. Our mental 
slumbers and dulness must not be allowed to take 
God^s name in vain, must not be allowed to present 
to the world in an untrue aspect the ways of His 
providence. Those ways have nothing of the speed of 
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lightning in them. They take long to mature ; they 
give forth many warnings whilst thus maturing ; they 
sound a trumpet long and loud in the souls of the 
heavy-eyed and heavy-hearted. But though the de- 
signs of God, for merciful and wise reasons, are long 
in coming to completion, their completion is not less 
certain. Man repents of his schemes ; God never. The 
will of man is often weak, unwise, and irresolute ; 
therefore it has to turn back or desist from its pur- 
poses. The will of God is perfectly wise and good, and 
is *the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever.' The 
kingdom to which the minds of men are being slowly 
led on, and to the shaping of which it has pleased Him 
to make their faculties, by diligent exercise, contri- 
butors, is one that cannot he moved. Not the shadow of 
a doubt rests upon its advent. So certain is its coming, 
that we speak of it in a past tense ' as a kingdom, 
prepared from the foundation of the world.' Crods 
designs are equal to facts. 

Though to our dwarfish ideas it seems a very eter- 
nity since these designs began to flow, they have never 
stopped in their pre-ordained course ; and so perfectly 
wise, and strong, and firm, and expansive, is the pro- 
vision made for them, that their ultimate issrfes, though 
yet afar ofi^, may fairly be spoken of and contemplated 
with as much certainty as if they were already mani- 
fested. * He sitteth between the cherubims, be the 
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earth never so unquiet.' His work will proceed, though 
there he many idle lahourers in the vineyard. His 
purposes will be carried out in the face of the pre- 
judices, and bigotry, and strifes, and divisions of men. 
And, strange to say, it is from these in conflict that 
Truth comes forth * seven times purified, as gold from 
the fire.* 

The thoughts of men require this friction to bring 
out of them what they contain of God. The difference 
of opinion from which party-spirit comes, though in 
many of its results, and from one point of view, to be 
deplored, in other aspects is a blessing. It breaks 
the shell in which Truth lies, and it acts as a lever to 
raise it more to the light. This casting of minds in so 
many different moulds is a grand conservative element 
in the providence of God. Men should agree to differ 
in opinion, knowing that God, for good and wise rea- 
sons, intended them to differ. Some day men will all 
think alike, but not until Keligion and Science have 
taken many more steps together ; not until mind with 
mind has had many more collisions ; not until many 
more enemies are subdued under its feet, shall Truth be 
seen by every eye, and Perfection follow after. 

In the meantime, in the present time, the part we 

have individually to take, and our duty, is plain. God 

is graciously willing to employ us to develope His 

divine providence. We can all help His designs to 

n2 
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ripen. No man ought to die without the reflection 
that, in many respects, he has left the world better 
than he found it. We can all do something on behalf 
of truth and goodness. We can all, to a greater or 
less extent, be instruments in dispelling the darkness 
in the minds and hearts of our fellow-men. Before, 
however, we can thus be instrumental, we must, by the 
use of every means at hand, have .brought the dawn of 
a better light into our own hearts and minds. We 
cannot teach until we have learnt ; and let us never 
forget, we must teach by example as well as by word. 

Thus are we, from taking a broad survey of the 
world's progress, called back to a scrutiny of ourselves ; 
for if the looking at that progress on a large scale makes 
us earnestly wish to move on vnth its wave, and to 
help to move it on, we shall be driven first to an 
inspection of our own religious, moral, and intellectual 
state; to ascertain our fitness to enlighten and refine 
that of others, and to see how we can best adapt our 
powers so to do. We must put our own faculties into 
good working order before we can give effectual aid to 
those of others. We must ourselves, in a broad sense, 
have taken many steps towards perfection before we 
can be able to lift the feet of others in the same direction. 

Turning our eyes, then, from all the world outside 
of us to that marvellous one of feeling, and thought, 
and conscience within our own breasts, we must read its 
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liistory to see if time and progress have there also kept 
pace together ; to see how far our own individual 
striving after' perfection has been successful. Much 
depends on this ; for in proportion only to the advance 
of our own minds in knowledge and self-government 
shall we be able to stimulate others in the path 
of progress or ease, and aid those who have already 
entered it. We must have to give, before we can give. 
We cannot impart until we have received. * Thou that 
teachest another, teachest thou not thyself ? ' If our 
own minds have been kept stagnant, we must not ex- 
pect either to make a tide in the minds of others, or to 
increase the speed of that already flowing. Let this, 
then, be impressed upon us. No man's mind can be a 
tributary to the main stream of mind in the world that 
is breasting its way, and making its way, slowly to- 
wards perfection, until it itself has gone through, in its 
own private channel, severe refinements; until it itself 
has passed through hard processes of culture and dis- 
cipline. In proportion, as has been said, to the good 
results of these processes, will it take a greater or lesser 
part in the public good, and the general welfare of 
mankind. 

To make ourselves fit to take an honourable part 
in the world's progress to perfection (and who is there 
that may not, if he have a willing mind, take some sort 
of a part ? ) we must be attentive to many points, being 
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enoonraged by the reflectaon that the more holy, the 
more moral, the more learned we become — in one word, 
the nearer we come np in onr own inner nature to per- 
fection, the more effectiTe aid shall we be able to give to 
society struggling towards the same. 

To this end, as has been said, we mnst be observant 
of many points. We most be watchful of, and obedient 
to, the laws of health. A sound mind in a sound body : 
this is a great point. The mind cannot work properly 
in a disordered body. So closely intertwined are the 
physical and mental nature of man, that one cannot 
be at fault without infecting the other. Some men*s 
minds are kept in bondage all their life long by the 
unsoundness of their flesh. They were bom with a 
bad and plaguing constitution ; yet much may be done 
to ameliorate a sad inheritance of this kind by care- 
fulness in diet, by cleanliness, by regular hours of 
sleep, and by early rising. We ought never to eat 
and drink a second time that which we have once 
found to disagree with us. 

We ought to have a cold bath every day, smnmer 
and winter. We ought never to be out of bed after ten 
o'clock, P.M., and never in bed after seven, a.m. These 
are rules that, when submitted to for a time, lose all 
their apparent hardness, and are felt to be a source of 
pleasure and satisfaction rather than of sacrifice and 
self-denial. Use is second nature. 
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Another great point at the commencement of our 
strife after perfection is, the choice of subject or pro- 
fession, upon which the main force of the mind is to be 
concentrated. Our own feelings and tastes will gene- 
rally give very clear indications concerning the line our 
studies and energies had best take. When the choice 
of profession is once made and proceeded with, it ought 
not, without very grave reasons, to be altered. *A 
rolling stone gathers no moss.' 

We ought not to wish or expect to excel in very 
many things. It is better to do one thing really well, 
than to do a host of others indifferently. Life is so 
short, and mental progress so slow, and comparative 
perfection in anything so difficult to arrive at, that the 
thoughts and energies cannot afford to distribute them- 
selves over a large space of ground. Take, for illustra- 
tion, the science of astronomy : no man can be both a 
really first-class astronomer, and a first-class geologist : 
not that there is anything incompatible in the two 
pursuits, or in the faculties requisite for their pursuit : 
but the fact is, no man has time and strength enough 
at his disposal to attain to a high degree in more than 
one of these branches of science. * Whatsoever thine 
hand findeth to do, do it with all thy might.' We 
cannot obey this precept of holy Scripture if we stretch 
and spend our faculties and strength over a great many 
studies. 
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Lastlj, we must not forget that all safe progress is 
slaw. In striTing after perfection we most be Tery 
patient, Teiy finn, Yerj determined. He who sets off 
on a race very swiftly, expecting almost instantly to 
grasp the prize, soon loses his breath, and tarns back 
discomfited and humiliated. The fable of the hare and 
the tortoise conveys a choice truth. /( is regularity of 
study ^ with firmness cfwill^ that wins — not enthusiasm. 



THE SECOND ADVENT. 



N what way that great judgment, which the 
Redeemer and His Apostles have predicted, 
shall be brought about — what, exactly, is 
the path of Divine Providence towards it — it is not 
easy to declare. ^ Of that day and that hour knoweth 
no man, not even the angels that are in heaven.' Yet, 
as time goes on, the human mind gains better positions 
for observing its advance. By facts accomplished, we 
gain a sort of prophetic power : there is, we feel con- 
vinced, in the path that led up to them, a likeness to 
that which shall lead up to future ones. Circumstances 
are for ever varying ; new and entirely dififerent ones to 
those of the past may be expected in the future : but 
the way in which the hand of Gk>d moved in the former 
enables us to tell partly how it will move in the latter, 
and what will be the character of the result. 

One feature of Divine Providence all who have watched 
its course of progress in the past will have marked — 
great revolutions, in any department, are always brought 
about slowly. God intends *the new heaven and the 
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new earth' to be the result of much time and labour. 
The human instruments which He appoints to fulfil 
His will have to labour long and earnestly with the 
ideas and thoughts He has lodged in their hearts. 
They have a firm faith in them, but they are parrtly in 
the dark as to what they are meant to accomplish: 
stimulated by them they work on, as it were, in twi- 
light, until sunrise — until what they have been able to 
do shows them what God intended them to do. Such 
is the appearance of Divine Providence, that what is 
done on earth seems to be done by man, though 
man is really only the agent. ^ The lot is cast into 
the lap, but the whole disposing thereof is of the 
Lord.' 

In construing the predictions in the New Testament 
of the Second Coming of Christ, we ought to bear dis- 
tinctly in mind how slowly the providence of God 
developes itself — «*. e. how gradually events contribute 
to and move on the world to its grand final destinies. 
The seeds of the great harvest lie long in the ground. 
They are yet far off full growth, though it is long since 
the Great Sower came to sow them. We must learn 
< to labour and to wait,' with a firm faith that they 
never cease to grow, and that at last the truth of Christ 
will banish sin from the earth. Many centuries may 
yet have to bear fruit before the Divine saying, * Come, 
ye blessed,' and, * Depart, ye cursed,' has been executed ; 
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yet no man dies witbont hearing one or other of these 
sentences spoken — no man dies without knowing God's 
verdict npon his life. 

There is in really deep and earnest feeling a natural 
patience : its intensity makes it quiet ; yet, even over 
our strongest hopes and convictions it is necessary to 
watch with care, lest wrong ideas secretly creep into 
them and undermine them. It is evident, from St. 
Peter's words, that some such hurtful notions, con- 
nected with the Second Advent, were mingling with the 
faith of the primitive Christians. They had thought, 
from some of the sayings of Christ and His Apostles, 
that He would immediately re-appear in person, *to 
subdue all enemies under His feet.' This, as we living 
in these later times have seen, was an incorrect infer- 
ence. The mistake was reacting injuriously upon the 
mind of the infant Church, and drew from the Apostle 
the memorable caution, worthy to take high rank even 
amongst scientific truth, — * One day is with the Lord 
as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one 
day.' 

It is a caution which is not unneeded in some 
quarters in the present day ; for there are those who, 
in their inner mind, regard the Second Coming of Christ 
as a mistake from first to last, kept up by the power 
of tradition. < Where,' say they, * is the promise of 
His coming? for since the fathers fell asleep all 

o 
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things have remained as they were from the begin- 
ning.' 

The coming of Christ in person to the world is not 
the only light in which * the Second Advent' may be 
construed. * He which testifieth these things saith, 
Surely I come quickly.' This day may this Scripture 
be fulfilled in our souls. * To-day, while it is called To- 
day,' we may feel in our hearts the advent of Christ; 
we may feel His Divine Spirit coming in the clouds of 
our hearts: this day we may touch the hem of His 
garment, and receive virtue in our hearts ; for His 
Gospel is in our midst, and whoever touches that Untches 
Htm. 

The day of our death, too, is, to our soul, equal to 
the coming of the Son of Man ; it is, in one sense, to it 
the last day. The scoffer asks me, — * Where is the 
promise of His coming ? ' I answer, — * Look at your 
gray hairs or enfeebled frame, or at the funeral pro- 
cession that passes your windows : these tell you of the 
coming 'of Christ.' If He has not yet in person re- 
turned to us, we are fast going to Him. 

Again, the scoffer asks,—* Where is the promise of 
His coming ?' I answer, — * Look around on the king- 
doms of the world: scarcely is there an end of the 
earth where His voice has not been heard.' Glorious 
thought I every soul we are instrumental in bringing 
to the knowledge and life of Christ, hastens on the 
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Second Advent ; every Christian mission that we sup- 
port brings nearer the answer to the last prayer of the 
Bible, — * Even so, come, Lord Jesns ; come quickly.' 

Our first ideas of the Second Advent connect it with 
a reappearance or resurrection of all who have died, and 
a great day of judgment. There is a solid ground for 
these ideas in the Bible ; but there is also ground for 
others, which at the present time we may realise. Our 
Lord may come to us without the sound of the trump or 
the voice of the archangel. He will come to us, if we 
will have Him, as He came to Mary Magdalene in the 
garden — quietly, not speaking to us with a man's voice, 
or looking at us with a man's face, but in spirit^ to our 
hearts and into them: we may be, conscious of His 
presence within us, of His Spirit engraven on ours, and 
making of it a kingdom of God. 

There are other points of view from which we may 
realise the coming of Christ: the bread and wine on 
the Communion-table are His own simple designs to 
bring Him into our minds. Viewed rightly, they lift 
the latch of the door of our hearts, and let the King 
of Glory come in. They are not Christ Himself, but 
the porter that openeth the gate. He stands at the 
door and knocks, wishing to * sup with us.' (Do not 
spoil this. His own metaphor, by even the shadow of a 
material idea.) He comes into the heart in the shape 
of love, of peace, of hope, of reconciliation. These ele- 
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ments are a mirror through whicb yon* see Him in 
Gethsemane and on Calvary, — they hring you in spirit 
to where He began to make His offering for sin. His 
whole life was an offering for sin; bnt here was its 
great crisis, — here its culminating point. Here was the 
great step between earth and heaven that opened its 
gates to all believers. * Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it 
abideth alone; but if it die, it bringeth forth much 
fruit.' Through this Holy Sacrament you behold Him 
as in a glass, pouring out His sool unto death ; giving 
His life for the world : dying, that truth might live, — 
a willing sacrifice, when He might have called twelve 
legions of angel^to His assistance. Yes, this Holy 
Communion is, to those who enter into it rightly, a kind 
of second advent, during which Christ speaks to us as 
< a man speaketh to his friend.' 

There is yet another point of view from which we 
may realise the coming of Christ. Through the special 
providence of Gk>d, most of the details of our Lord's 
ministry have been preserved: the New Testament is 
an indestructible monument to His first Advent. It is 
a picture of Christ, with God's seal upon it. In it you 
see Him as He walked upon the earth. Emphasize the 
word Him. It refers to all that He said and all that 
He did. Learn thcU, and the meaning of it, and you will 
see Christ. It is through what He said and did that 
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"we see Him and know Him. His words and works tes- 
tify of Him : and it is through these that we partake 
of Him and become like Him. Feeding upon Christ, 
means feeding upon His divine words: i.e. upon the 
meaning of them; upon the spirit and Kfe in them; 
which changes our spirit into the same image. Christ 
is never far off when the New Testament is near. Open 
it where you will, you will see Him if your spiritual eyes 
are cleared by prayer and by the Holy Ghost. 

Finally, let us remember that Christ will not dwell 
in our hearts in company with any unruly passion. He 
hath no concord with Belial : we must watch our pro- 
pensities — watch the Satan vrithin us, as well as the 
Satan without us. * The Lord is at hand.' 
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A JUSTIFIED MAN, 

VERY pleasant picture this which our Lord 
brings before us — a man going down to his 
house from worshipping Gtod, justified. It 
is a picture that our. own feelings as we have left the 
sanctuary should help us to see. 

We ought to know by familiar feelings what 4e 
publican's were as he left the Temple. Justification 
is far more than a doctrine ; it is a consciousness that 
comes after prayer. If your whole soul has been given 
up to God in prayer, you will be sure to feel something 
like 'justification.' 

This poor man, of whom our Lord relates, knew 
very little about dogmas and creeds ; but he knew when 
he felt * justified.' He felt a new birth within him ; 
he felt a fresh air in his heart ; he felt an inward peace, 
a sweet repose in God ; and he knew that this was the 
fruit of his prayer. It was quite enough to know this. 
True religious feeling is not to be gathered from dog- 
mas and creeds. It is not the produce of mathematics 
and problems. Do we want to know what < justifica- 
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tion* is ? We must give up onr sins and cast ourselves 
in prayer upon God, and then we shall know men as the 
publican knew. The appetite for dogmas, with long, 
fine labels upon them, does not proceed from the heart ; 
it is a dry, unregenerating appetite. The length of 
the publican's creed was that God was merciful, and 
that he was a sinner; yet it produced him ^justification;' 
< He went down to his house justified.' 

This was the fruit of his prayer — he was justified. 
No angel had appeared to him; no priest had pro- 
nounced an absolution over him ; he had had no vision 
in the night, yet he felt himself quite a new being — 
bfs inner feelings were quite different. 

This is chiefly the result which we must look for to 
prayer : a change in our inner feelings ; a consciousness 
of the divine within us ; a sense of the presence of God ; 
a feeling of justification. The answer of God to our 
prayers is generally this short one — < Justification.* 
That is all at first, and it is enough ; we must leave the 
working of it out to His other providence. 

Let this be an answer to those murmuring and dis- 
trustful thoughts which arise in our hearts respecting 
* prayer,' — Do we think no answer has arrived, and 
that God has not heard ? An answer has arrived if 
our prayer has been warm, and sincere, and devoted. 
We shall have felt as the publican felt — * justified.' 
We shall have had the witness of the Spirit of God 
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in our hearts. That is the sign that we have prayed 
aright, and that our prayer is heard. * All things 
will work together for good' if that heavenly light 
is kept bright within us, and consulted. 

We learn from this parable, not only what hind of 
an answer to expect from prayer, but also the spirit in 
which we are to pray. The answer — * justification' — 
all depends upon this. We must pray in the spirit of 
this publican — * God be merciful to me a sinner.' 
We may be long on our knees ; it profiteth nothing 
unless we are humble and penitent. We may use fine 
words, but the letter only killeth if the proper spirit 
does not fill it. 



THE TRUE AND FALSE RICHES IN 
COLLISION WITH DEATH. 



HERE is nothing shows so much the poverty 
of riches as Death. His shadow coming 
into the hoase tries, more than anything 
else, the strength of gold, and proves more than any- 
thing else its weakness. 

Persons whose life-long policy has been to hoard 
and to grasp, will pay largely and gladly to check the 
advance of Death upon them. That king of terrors can 
melt the snows and the frosts of hard men*s hearts as 
no one else and no thing else can. There is something 
both wonderful and contemptible in the spectacle of a 
dying man, hard as a rock when he was healthy and 
strong, anxious at any price to purchase the skill of the 
best physician. He has turned many a Lazarus away 
from his door ; he has heaped up treasure on the earth, 
and let it stand and grow as he has heaped it, useless 
to almost every one and every thing but his own pre- 
vailing passions of avarice and pride. But now, struck 
with the fear of death, he will yield and give, and give 
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freely. He knows that the foe he fears can take all. 
The noise of the step of Death has made a sort of 
earthquake in his hreast, and the hard seams of his 
heart are rent asunder. ' Skin for skin ; yea, all that 
a man hath ivill he give for his life.' 

It would he well if the immediate impression of 
such cases on the mind remained permanently. At first 
sight of them, no douht, we feel our hold upon things 
of the earth slightly loosened ; but our affections, unless 
well watched, soon return to their old force of grasp, 
and after the first reaction we are as worldly, and selfish, 
and covetous as before. 

'Naked came I into the world, and naked shall I go 
out of it.' Here is a picture of birth and death. The 
helplessness of the new-born infant is brought into a 
line with the helplessness of one struggling with death. 
In many respects we go out of the world as we came 
into it — * naked ;' shorn of our possessions : a shroud 
and a coffin cover the body, but the worms will soon 
break through these. And how naked our spirits go! 
Naked before God — stripped of all the false clothing 
that we put upon them before the eyes of the world — 
stripped of all that was merely show and fashion ; I 
mean, popular graces and virtues that had no real root, 
and that were put on the soul partly to hide some inner 
vices. Latent sin often tries to thicken the screen be- 
tween itself and the public by robes of virtue. Appa- 
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rently very good deeds are often done, merely to act as 
a shadow before very wicked ones. But there is One be- 
fore whose eyes chaff cannot pass as grain; One to 
whom all things are naked and open ; One before whom 
our spirits must go for judgment, not as a flattering 
circle of friends, dazzled by the wealth left behind us, 
depicts, hut as they ai^e, naked and open, reflecting as it 
were in fire every sinful feature, every dye and stain 
of every deed done in the body. Impenitent and hard, 
therefore unwashed and unsanctified; tried as it were 
by fire, that proves dross to be dross ; weighed in 
the balances, and found wanting. * He that is filthy, 
let him be filthy still ; he that is nnjust, let him be 
unjust still.' 

The rich man dies and is buried; he has a splendid 
funeral: there is a long procession of carriages and 
people ; a monument is raised over his tomb, on which 
is written all that is called good ; and often much that 
is untrue. Look at that, and look at the spirit gone 
before God. Will God judge it by that which is 
written on the tombstone? Can wealth gild the spirit 
before the Throne of Judgment? Look at what is 
passing behind the veil. The pomp and grandeur of 
burial-rites cannot help the desolate spirit, and often 
present the thought of a terrible contrast. 

The emptiness and weakness of gold may serve as a 
basis or groundwork of * contentment ; ' a soil out of 
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which contentment can grow. ' Godliness with content- 
ment is great gain : for we brought nothing into this 
world, and it is certain we can cany nothing ont.' 
Even those who haye riches, hare them onlj for a time; 
and, whilst they have them, thej are a great temptation 
and snare. To be possessed of wealth, and to be a 
good steward of it, is certainly a high and great com- 
bination : bnt how rare a combination ! How rarelj does 
a wealthy man yiew and estimate his riches in a true 
and moderate light ! There is, so to speak, a poisonous 
atmosphere abont money, which almost imperceptibly 
steals into and injures and narrows the spirit. Under 
its influence, and the associations it brings, we become 
more worldly, more selfish, less sympathetic. No one, 
with his eye fully and fairly fixed on the interests of 
eternity, will desire to be rich. * They that will be rich 
fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish 
and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and 
perdition.* 

But we must not mistake the meaning of ' Content- 
ment.' It does not mean or imply idleness; it does not 
^ye the inference that we are to fold our arms and 
not try to improve our position. By all lawful and 
honourable means we are to endeavour to succeed in our 
vocation : we are to be diligent in business, and honestly 
and industriously strive to advance it. True, godly 
contentment, means acquiescence in present results. We 
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must interpret the will of Divine Providence by facts 
accomplished, and bend to it. If we have nsed every 
righteous effort to succeed, and failure is the result, we 
must not murmur at it; but accept it as a Divine de- 
cree — as a result that, in the long run, will be best for 
us. Having our eyes fixed on both worlds, we must 
try to realize, under all circumstances, that all things 
are working together for our ultimate good. * Godli- 
ness with contentment is great gain.* Mark how the 
two are coupled together. It must be more than a 
philosophic contentment. It must be a contentment 
that draws its strength and balance from thoughts of 
God ; thoughts of another world ; thoughts of the short- 
ness of time, and of the value of the soul. These are 
the subjects that come under the head of a godly con* 
tentment. A godly contentment brings forth in the 
heart arguments like these following: — 'I am poor; 
but it has pleased God that I should be so: I have not 
much more than food and raiment; but I have riches 
in my heart that God has given me, and that no man 
can take away. I have the hope of another world. I 
have peace: I feel reconciled to God: I feel that I am 
in the current of His providence; and that He has 
given ' His angels charge concerning me.* 

These kind of thoughts circulating in the heart, 
leave, like jewels left on the shore by the wave, riches 
that the world cannot give. It is better to have a 
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heart fall of sach tbonghts, than to have tbe strong 
box fall of title-deeds. 

' A man's life consistetb not in tbe abundance of 
tbe tbings tbat be possessetb.' Tbere are internal 
sources of joy, springs in tbe spirit itself, * wells of 
water springing ap anto everlasting life,' tbat give a 
joy far more regular and elevated tban tbat proceeding 
from outside fountains. ' A good man out of tbe good 
treasure of bis beart bringetb fortb good tbings.' * A 
good man is satisfied out of bis own beart.' Bj tbe 
grace of God tbe beart may become a garden of Eden, 
a kingdom of Obrist. Pleasant tbongbts, sweeter tban 
honey and tbe honeycomb, rise out of a sanctified heart, 
and create a quiet and refined joy, and so smooth and 
hallow tbe feelings tbat they are prepared with gladness 
and thankfulness to receive whatever of good and blessing 
comes towards them, and with resignation whatever comes 
against them. A contented, godly heart, not only finds 
delight in itself, but in a hundred tbings outside, tbat 
are scarcely seen by a discontented and feverish nature. 
Happiness depends more upon the regulation and tem- 
perature and general state of our hearts, than upon 
what ebbs and flows in the circles we live and move 
in. Eicbes are but as ' sounding brass and a tinkling 
cymbal' when there is no heart to enjoy. We must 
have the inward capacity to enjoy, or else joyful things 
outside only seem to mock. Godliness makes this ca> 
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pacity to enjoy, strengthens and refines it ; it makes 
contentment, and contentment opens the heart to see 
and taste many hidden sweets — sweets that, like honey 
in the depths of the flower, are not upon the surface of 
things. 

Where there is an extreme love of, and pursuit 
after money, there can be no contentment : it is a love 
and pursuit that is ever demanding more and more. 
However full the coffers may be, they are never full 
enough to the covetous spirit. If it gained a world, it 
would crave for another. There cannot be a more 
dangerous passion than the passion for gold : it reacts 
upon the heart, as the dropping of water upon moss — 
it turns it hard ; it makes a stony heart ; it dries up 
the springs of sympathy, and altogether narrows the 
spirit. 

Thoughts of death, thoughts of eternity — these are 
the things to check the growth of this passion. * Wliat 
shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world and 
lose his own soul?' We need, indeed, a heavy thought 
like this to press down and dissolve in our hearts the 
love of money ; for it is a love that much in the world 
helps to make strong. Gold se6ms to bring honour, 
and security, and luxury. The simple fact that we 
possess it, irrespective of the use we make of it, makes 
men respectful and considerate of us : it makes many a 
would-be enemy sheathe his spear, and speak words to 
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us and of us softer than oil : it coyers up gently our 
follies and infirmities, and brings into bold relief our 
faintest graces and virtues : it puts all the world into 
the colours of the rainbow, and makes us see men and 
manners in a totally different light to what the poor 
and the struggling see them in. No wonder that we 
are tempted to loye and coyet it — no wonder that it 
has made many a one ' err from the faith' — no wonder 
that, in a spiritual sense, it has made many 'pierce 
themselyes through with sorrows.* But let us look to 
our death-hour. Let us compare all that money will 
bring to the salvation of the soul. We had better go 
through the world tattered, and torn, and despbed^ 
than go through it rich and lose our gouL 



THE CONFLICT BETWEEN THE FLESH 
AND THE SPIRIT. 



FIND, then, a law, that when I would do good 
evil is present with me.' We must have 
taken but slight notice of the workings of 
our own hearts, if we do not feel these words to be a 
distinct picture of them. These lights and shadows 
which the Apostle describes as crossing so frequently 
his own heart, cross and re-cross the hearts of all men. 
No one lives through a day vnthout an inward con- 
tention between good and evil like that here described. 
Every day we meet something, or something meets us, 
that stirs our best and worst nature into conflict. An 
evil feeling or an evil thought rises up within us ; then 
comes * Conscience' into the scene, like a pale moon of 
the night, and we feel a mysterious check given to our 
desires and plans. Our will stretches all one way — all 
in the direction of these desires and plans ; but not all 
at once will * Conscience' let go the reins. Another, 
and another, and another check is given — sometimes 
with success, sometime^ with failure : sometimes ' the 
p2 
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law of sin' gets the dominion, sometimes the law of 
'conscience.' 'Jacob wrestling with an angel' — that 
may be taken as a picture or figure of this inward 
conflict between the old Adam and ' Conscience.' It is 
a life-long conflict. Not until our steps are at the 
very gates of eternity does it cease: even upon the 
death-bed of some of the truest of God's servants has 
been seen rising up the bruised head of some still lin- 
gering infirmity. St. Paul had adyanced far on to the 
stature of Christ when he wrote, — ' I find a law, that 
when I would do good evil is present with me.' He 
saw how the battle with sin would end, but it was not 
nearly over. To his spirit, fast changing into the 
image of Christ, his body was still ' a body of death : ' 
the law in his members still warred against his inward 
man. It is the presumption of ignorance to say that 
a state of sinlessness can be arrived at on this side of 
death. The spirit never entirely drops its burden until 
it drops it into the grave* 

But, though this conflict is so long, it becomes an 
easier and easier one for the spirit : every blow that it 
delivers against the motions of sin makes its own arm 
stronger and the arm of the flesh weaker : we become 
conscious of renewed and increased inward strength 
when, in the help, and name of the Lord, we have 
beaten a temptation under foot. As every yielding to 
sin makes the spirit weaker, so every resistance makes 
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it stronger. Every sin we conquer is a great victory, 
and every one we commit is a great defeat ; for victory 
follows victory, and defeat follows defeat. In yielding 
to one sin we put ourselves partly in the power of 
others ; and in resisting one, we are in a hetter position 
for resisting others. That wonderful lamp of * con- 
science' which God has set in the soul, as a lighthouse 
on a stormy coast, bums more and more faintly as sin 
is added to sin. It will not always strive with man. 
It becomes * seared' with sin, as with * a red-hot iron' 
— * given over to a reprobate mind ;' that is merely an 
expression for an extinguished conscience. 

* Who shall deliver me from the body of this 
death?' St. Paul was not weary of life, though he 
had much to make him weary: he wished to die unto 
sin : he wished his spirit to be clear even of the shadow 
of sin : he wished for more liberty of spirit, and for a 
still higher ascent into the likeness of Christ : he had 
breathed much of the pure air of heaven, and he de- 
sired to breathe that only. We can understand his 
feelings when he cried out, — * Who shall deliver me?' 
for we have felt the same : that same earnest longing 
to be delivered from the bondage and dominion of 
sin we have had. These deep, plaintive words of the 
Apostle, are a sort of little history, under another 
name, of the movements of our own hearts, — *Who 
shall deliver me from the body of this death ? ' Who 
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shall rescue my soul from the oontamination of the 
evil that is in me ? Who shall raise my spirit out of 
the reach of the infections of mj flesh ? 

An answer is given, and it is one fall of joy and 
gladness, streaming ont into, and ready to comfort every 
open heart, — ^ I thank Grod, through Jesns Christ our 
Lord.' God shall deliver ns. Christ shall deliver ns. 
Onr spirits are not left to struggle alone with the 
evil that comes against them from without and from 
within. Even more mysterious than the voice of ' Con- 
science,' there comes into the heart at the call of 
prayer a Holy, Divine Spirit: this is like oil to the 
conscience : it keeps it huming and bright through 
many a dark night. The holy fire upon the altar in 
the ancient temple was first lit by a spark from hea- 
ven : God makes our hearts an altar for EUs Holy 
Spirit to rest and shine on. * His Spirit bears witness 
with our spirits ;' watches with them against the evil 
that compasses them. Our Father in heaven, more 
tender, and compassionate, and sympathising than the 
best of earthly parents, * gives His Holy Spirit to them 
that ask Him.' 

This is a feature of the case which ought not to be 
hard for us to recognise and understand. As we know 
by inward feeling that there is in our hearts a voice of 
conscience opposed to evil desires and evil thoughts, so 
we ought to know by inward feeling that there is also 
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there a Divine and Holy Spirit, decidedly on the side of 
Conscience, and ever confirming its warnings and en* 
treaties. 

To prove this by argument is impossible. Prayer, 
not logic, is the means by which we become convinced ; 
prayer makes ns conscions of this Divine Presence ; 
prayer so disperses the vapours of sin lying round 
about the soul, so clears the air of the heart, that it 
becomes conscious of the Spirit of God. In beautiful 
metaphor our Lord alluded to this consciousness, — * The 
wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the 
sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh or 
whither it goeth ; so is every one that is born of the 
Spirit.' We cannot see the wind; we cannot realize 
its existence except by its effects ; we feel it blow 
against onr cheek ; we feel its heat and its cold ; we see 
how it moves the land and the sea, and therefore we 
believe in it. So it is with the presence of the Holy 
Spirit in our hearts: we see no shape; there is no 
audible voice, but we realize it by effects, by results 
upon our inward being and outer life ; we feel that we 
are being made regenerate: the hand that does it is 
unseen ; the work done is the only sign of the doer : 
but it is sign enough to those who really wish for a 
sign. ' Believing, we rejoice with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory.' 

*I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.' 
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There came into the Apostle's mind when he wrote 
these words a glorious prospect. He recollected his . 
risen Redeemer ; his thoughts turned to that great 
scene on the first Easter-day when He came forth from 
the sepulchre, ' leading captivity captive.' * This body 
of death,* (he thought,) * this body of sin shall be 
changed ; it shall be fashioned after His glorious body. 
My spirit shall have a body celestial in the place of this 
body terrestrial. Christ is risen from the dead. That 
is my pledge — that is my token. " Now is Christ risen 
from the dead, and become the first-fruits of them that 
sleep."' 

The Apostle saw also, through the same risen Re- 
deemer, the washing away of the stains of his sins : 
those strong shadows after sin which stop upon the smd 
and oppress it ; those scars of wounds got in the fight, 
which we all get, fight we ever so good a fight. He 
foresaw a glorious liberty for his spirit, and that it 
would enter heaven before God, * without »pot or 
wrinkle, or any such thing.* We can understand and 
sympathise with his anticipations, because we know 
by our own feelings how clear and light, and safe and 
peaceful, the consciousness of sins forgiven makes the 
heart ; and when added to this is the blissfbl thonght 
of a time, not very far distant, of perfect and nninter- 
rupted reconciliation with God. 



THE RIGHT USE OF TERMS. 



PICKING AND STEALING. 




HOU shalt not steal.' Thou shalt not take 
that which belongs by right to another. 
There is little room for misunderstanding in 
this plain command. There need not be much dispute 
as to what constitutes a right of property. There is 
no difficulty in knowing what is morally and lawfully 
mine, and what is morally and lawfully yours. In any 
rare case of doubt as to moral right of possession, an 
honest man can easily take steps to have his conscience 
clear of its misgiving. 

There is some distinction to be made between legal 
and moral right to property. Our laws are just and 
comprehensive, but cases are continually occurring for 
which they do not fully provide. Through some im- 
perfect technicality, persons come into possession of 
property to which it is plain they have no moi*al right. 
They can hold it in defiance of the world and society, 
but it is not rightfully theirs. 

Observe the difference between the two words — 
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* dishonestly* and * dishonourably.' Tlie first applies 
to property stolen nnder such circumstances that the 
law of the land would punish the theft. The second, 
to property obtained through some defect in the appli- 
cability of law to strange and intricate circumstances. 
The civil law punishes persons who receive goods 
knowing them to have been stolen. The moral law 
concludes also those as thieves who consent to share in 
goods held by an immoral right. If I accept as a gift 
any part of money or substance from any person who 
has, morally, no right to it, and at the same time know 
that he has no moral right to it, I am, morally, a 
thief. 

< Thou shalt not steal* in a pjpohibition that con- 
demns the plans and acts of very many who have never 
been summoned before a magistrate on a charge of 
theft — and very many who pass in society. There are 
other ways of picking another's pocket besides putting 
your hand into it in the street. There are other 
ways of laying your hands upon a neighbour's goods 
and chattels than by actual housebreaking. The 
tradesman who writes down in his books another as 
his debtor for that which is not due, or for a sum over 
and above the value of that which has been purchased 
of him, is morally a pickpocket. 60 also is he who 
borrows of another without intending to repay him, or 
who knows that he never can repay him. 
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There are, of course, many exceptional cases of up- 
right persons being unable to meet their just liabilities, 
through the action of circumstances that could not be 
foreseen. It is the wilful incurring of debts, known to 
be at the time of contract beyond a person's capability 
of discharge, that makes that person dishonest. 

We are accustomed to associate the term * burglar' 
with men who forcibly break into houses, or who 
roughly seize upon travellers on the highway. But 
there are 'burglars' in the world who would never 
dream of either of these methods of robbery. They 
have ways and means of getting at other men's goods, 
not so rough as these, but quite as full of the spirit of 
robbery. We all know instances of property changing 
hands through a system of gradual fraud and rapacity, 
through schemes so subtle and deep-laid that they 
carry ruin to the victim, whilst their designers escape 
the meshes of the civil law. 

But there are other ways beside these by which 
theft may be done. Our lands and houses are not the 
only valuable things that we possess. * A good name is 
better than precious ointment.' There are none but 
the utterly abandoned who do not desire to have and 
prize the respect and honour of their fellow-creatures. 
This * respect and honour' is based on good character, 
and to be stealthily robbed of this is a theft really of 
greater consequence than one of gold. It is one of 

Q 
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which the slanderer and backbiter, and the gosaip, and 
the tittle-tattler and bnsy-bodj — in varying d^^rees — 
are gniltj ; and the yictim of it at last finds, by many 
afflicting and mysterions signs, that he has lost his 
best treasure without knowing who has taken it, and 
without the least consciousness of baring done any- 
thing to merit the forfeit. 
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